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MEMOIR OF EMMA TATHAM,

OF MATMRATE

Wl early natwna of 1554 o volume was pubkished, bearing

Litle = The Dreewm of Pythngorss, and other Pooms,”™ from the
pen of this child of song.  Her mese ot onee attrseled gooral
ndmiration, sod opinions of fho peoss were piven oo mooner
unusuelly flattering.  In infuventinl quarters Miss Tothom wes
comimendal for “grent imoglnation, depth of thonght and fsoling,
earpnigite tendarness, great power of expression, eonbined with «
harmony of metre roecly surpassed,”  One of her eritics, selecting
for conmple & paesuge from Jer @ Tempest Songe™ does “ not
fenr the eomporison with Shelly wwl Mrs. Hemans which it
provoles,”  “Oor promising yoang poctess,” psys another, *is
#lill in the fower of her youth ; and, from the sample she
has wiven ns of her powers, we prophocy thal W process of
thine el @il achiove a lstivg reputation. In the posn,
“dopdan’s Lament,’ the sulject is trested in o msaner worthy
of it gramlour,”  And {not to multiply these oulogies) even the
* Catholic Stondard ™ aseribes o her pioees 0 very  high order of
et 2 ndiling o simistor obzervabion, whicl, ns it characteristie
of the reviower's seheal, may be guoted s © There 18 a devount and
reverentinl toné shoot Mise Thiham's weitings which we wish we
ookl dobect more fhoquently o Protestaat subliors”
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Mot two short years have pazsed awny, and the baml whish sc
gently yet soellectivaly strocls the Tyre isin the dust,  The follow.
ing pathetic ehetel will showwithwhat deep lowliness snd nnatfioted
wonder the appliuses of the public weve reesived ; ond Low teuly
Ehe yelizion of Jesus Christ enn refine, beantify, and ballsw the
erpees and scconiplishinents of the vdnd, e is w voles that fpratlis
boodly to the young, the educatad, tha gifted.  We sty nob b re-
hearse its Teachings: they will necor too every serions reader's
moeditution,  Choeward iy sadlice to indiante their lenors Kothing
%5 gremb thak ix Bpitad o timee: voching Tibtle flnd siretches ioto
eternity. Al flczb is reass, ad ol sl soodliness thereof is 2a
the flower of the field: the pruss wichwreth, the flower thdetl.
bwcmase the Spirit of the Loed blowetls wpon it surely Lhe peogple
is prass, Tl prass withereth, the flower fadelbs Do e word of
onr (hoed ahall skand fhr ever’™ (Taai, xl 6—H.)

CroncTand AWy Tarnaon (e paeess of By, weps residings,
at the time of her Tireh, Oetobee 3lst, 1825, —in the Doundary
Hounsa of the Bedfond Charity ISecabe, Theobeld’s-rond, 1ed-Lion
Bgure, Holborn, Lowdan.  Their suly ather ohild, Chavlotte, wos
born Beptemnber Sthy 1827, and doed Seplomber Gy 1825, Hy the
time Einma resched ber fourlh venr, ghee ll Jewrned from Ler
parents to rewd and write,  Tor memory Deine strong, she wis wont
thua sarly tn recite with aase metrical pieces of considecable length.
An old and well-worn Hille of her grandfather’s was hee favourite
eompenion.  The Booles ol Jonnh amil Taly, aud the bhistory of Joseph,
had alveady copaged hee mind s wmoch, that, when between six
and seven yeare of nge, she pharaphrased the whele of them in verse,
By reading the Seriptures, she was soon deeply impressed with solemn
reverence, and a childlike love of God.  One day, in & state of great
excitement, she ran to her mother, and aid, “T do—1{ do fove Goa' /"
Present every morning st fumily peayoer and rendimg, she apgecred
bo fndean futerest in fese eaered exereises, wideh [s not very eon-
mon in children of so tender mnoage.  Her moiher tanght her shert
prayers, 1o be offered up to God on petieing to rest, and saffered her
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alan tooexpreds hee wishes to God in her gwn simpls way,  An
indtanee b5 fmlly remesbered, which is o beantind lnemony with
g thonsund later proots of ber steoog flind afection,  Her tather
bowing bevn wheont fue spawe time in Bhe countey on aeconnt of the
death of ler eranthssther, she fel? ooeh eareerms=d, and one mioht
saiel, whilst wn her kuees, @0 Twed ! Toed ! beog my dear, daar
father home; and pover, never Iet oo o agnin, ™ - - Anobhos nstancs
will show her love for snerod eogniproents : Two licthe gids were
inewibel to spenid po eweningg with her, wod shortdy afler ten the dear
elaibd vited ther into 8 private poom S grey oepfh Ser——AE the
gt of for sl weay seod toosehosd ) Tl the affeel oppenring to be
mnfavonrable, her pearenks Dol il eeir duiy oo withdeaw Ler for
somme Hime, Lo keep ber miba] ovenpiced, Ter futher now gave haea
Bt 10 weits in.  On the first leaf sha stuted, o tlhivee verses, {hat
b intention was o fill fle book with peose aod poetey. And this
A did, adding an Imdec. and cne werasac the sml, in evidanens that
il design wae aneomplished.  Aftee that, ahe made n eequest, in
e or loee verses, lar a emall weiting table; and then =ed Ly in
ewrreesl, nd filled fooe books wich passageson a vartely ol celyoety,
When six yeard old, ahe compoged m one Sunday night on essar on
Hhe sewed, saud o Ayeen for $8e Srlledi Inothia way hor lnpe was
caiploynd B she was eaely s, wlen gl was gend looseleol ones
mwor,  Ad mow she male grend piggores o whnlever she oms lad
to undertale.  To Wb nouseaneoh of ber governes, bat equally to
her delight, sl 61 oeensionaly indulged her biste for making verses,
Adber theee years spenl nere, her forents, woeiog e great desire
for Jearning, widleld to goperioe copeetCics, sent llier to mooilcre
achu], whivre she hid Ligher pdvantages, Tre loug she justified
el declsion, giving prool of Ber abilities in varions deparfments
of elegant study ; the spivil of yoelry sl findind occasion of joyous
utterames, Tromn tloe L0 time, I thanlee bo hor parents for gifts of
books, and other faranrs,

To bwr governees shepresented o fow sweet verses, in which her
schoolfeliows were compored to the different Howers of the garden,
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and Lersell to fhe doigy,  Her Fronch master testified by & vewand
the progeress e made fn Wis clagap and the fady who tanght lee
music said shw had never med with a popil before whe, like lier
mastered ull the notes at the first leseon.

Abont thia thme st appenrst fo declve mueh spinitual prodit
from the discourses of {he Rev, Dr. Beanmont and B, Gregoey.
8he requently broaght home in memory the samon, and poras
phrasul in casy varse nearly the whole of it

In March, 1846, her frst contribution to o poblic jowrnal
appaared. It was poblished in Edinboargh, w36l the fitle, = Lovdly
Sprinr,"-—in answor oo paeee moat stmgedy enlled, © Tlaeefn]
Spring.”  In the July fullmwige she wos ultecked with a wiolent
hooping-cough, whicl so proacrated her that hee lite seemned to hong
in suspense.  Her medical attemdant was mmeh struck with (he
patience ahe monifested daring woch anffering.  Hal it plegsed the
Lok £ Being hiee up fnno Ahe mtes of deadly, Lo S delidil of her
prenks amld Mricaeds,  Swele wos er wlale of weskness, however, v
her return lome, thet it was not thewght prideat for ber at eneo
to resime her schoal-duties,  Slowly reeovering, she would be con-
stantly ocoupying herself either in rousic, or deawing, o heay sweet
tmsk of pratey_

In the Themcmmbier nsmber of tho * Youth's heteeeter ™ appeaved
a et of hers,—*{ad ia love.”  She wrobe moch, indeed, abon
thig fime 3 and saveral of her friends nrged it, bothoon her parents
andd on herself, to give these offisions to {he world, These impor-
tumitins she snswerad in the tonghing lines which ollow,—lines bet
Loo truly premonitory of bwer ey file :—

T MY FRLIENDS WHES THUY EVORE OF FUBLIZHING MY
POETRY.

Have paticzice with n babyanmse,
Whose Tuarp s el oostenng
Hearee tudbing the Cuatilling dews,
Uptotar'd, weak sud voung.
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A wilding Bird of joyons wing,
=100 heeiieay let ups oo g
A timid bloasom, tet her spring

In the awent shades of hioue,

Why plack the’ wnboldivg Sowerel 7 owhy 7
O, et 3 wet; nbaile,

And from cach ealid, vnbizllow'd gve,
[n Blest robiveancnd Bide,

A blight might tonch its dreoping Joaf,
A hiight y& couhl not beal :

At hasr, ita anmraer day is feigf:

Then clowd it nne with care and griaf,
Nor deonl 16 pain fo teel,

0, ot 1t in ik vwn ealin bowre
Mmbvemn to the ray !

And hicom almme, 1 Mdden Howrer,

In armiemplation’s salibest bower,
And eaftly lade away,

T envpot. sloop e vonrl Siee furoe
i whicl encth's minstcls live :

My laurels are of loMier mune,
Sach as oy Lard doth wive,

Wiit, till o fow floel yenrs are flad,
Anid Fam pese'd gway,

Anl the gpring fowers blomn o'er my boal j ==
0, wait, till then I pray !

And tet e sing mx litkle soog,
In peace wnmix'd with pain:
Have patience ; o or sl for foig

The early bada remain.

Marak, 1847,
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In Jane following, the family laft High-IHollorn, and removed
to Murgate.

Thiring the vears 1848 ad 18 1, Foma enffored great mental
Mepession, It was thae timg of steone Lemnpealions, and shie fered
e ot bd perizh. After muny o sbromgle with sin, Satan and on-
helief—addad tn a deep semse of unwortliness, —ehe ohtained,
Lhirsns it in Chtat, the detors over si Ler ensmies 3 and fiom
thut time wle weol on ber way ooling to Jems.  The Lord gove
her g deep and piercing view of the fall and depeaeity of lmman
natere, which kepbhae m the valles of Teombabions, ] o her
Tife, to the day of her ey throwel Joedae,  She was unibed S
elisrrh-fellowsnip with the Wedlevan Methodists worahipping at
Hupwley -Sgunre Chapsal, bargate.  “Fhere ale wis, al=e o deacher in
e Swnlsy-Seheood, and o Crue Tover af the Tildle elaldeen, Bal
=he never comid be indineed to take * no wpper class,”—preforring
“1{he Inle,” as she strled her fasonrite charge,  Any who mani-
fissend amy inclination 1o be veally seviana, werenhjects of ber tenderest:
sobicitado; wnd thise sl hpd oneem the week st hee ors home, tor
praver, sownsal, aod froe coovemsation,  She wis i colledor foe the
Hikle Society, amd ever willing to furvned, to the extent of hee
power, the Redeermer's Engdont.

Tt wis uf, Muneate, and when sbe was moeh depressod in spirits,
1Tt she weobe inost of buer sunchi-gdiired poems,. The tivst edition.,
consisting of five hondred copies, weat off in o few weelis : and a
gecond, colarged and vvvised, appeared three mondhs [ater Zlar
contributed, alao, to varioos portudioals deveted to the interests of
religion wnd Tuwnsnity ; Tesides devoling tine and eave to the gratifi-
cation of friends who were contimually tovoking her muse. She
waa o letter-writer for poor and aped widews, finding & genvine
pleasure in doing anything to wld to the eomiort of mach parties.
Her aympnthy was, indecd, peenliarly shown towned yonng clildeen
und aged widiwe, '

At the thme when har poetry wis passing smader the notice of
warbmie reviewers, and their opinions wore coming uader her eyve,



