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dediratinn

il

Te the Very Rev. Charles Liccog, PSS, of
Montreal, formerly Superior of the Sulpician G-
der in Canuda, awd of the Grand SBeminary of
Montreal.

To yon, as ane of those great priests whom God
And Franee, the eldest Danghter of the Church,
lave sent for zaving of thiz favonred land,
[ dedicate these verses.

Thiz New France
Musi be a worthy lawd, aod this strongr pace,
Descendants of the Norman pioneers,—
Must have true gualities that they could elaibn
The Iove and the devotion aud the zeal
Lavished upon them by such priests as yvou!

May they be prowpt to heed your high adwviee,
Awd, following your wise leadership, attain
Those heights of Cheistian virtue aud of faith
You have petitioned for them, offering up

To God your sacrifice of prayerful davs

Your gold of service and yvour myrrh of pain,



PREFACE

The subgects leeated of in this little book ol
poems are all Freneh-Canadian, and most of them
belone Lo the earliest portion of the history ol
Canada.

All Canadians worthy of the name shonbd
study elosely the story of the men ad events
of enrly Canada,—the Canada of the Prench re
gime, whieh is often called New Franee. It s,
perbaps. the wost romantic and the wost inlers-
esting part of the history of Uanada. It lakes
in a rather lmg period, fov. from the eoming of
Jacgues Cartier tn 1334, to the eapture of Quehes
by the British wder Wolfe, iu 1759, there olapeed
an interval of 225 vears. Thal is how long the
Freneh were in Canada abesd of anybody else.

During these pioneer days a4 severe and hees-
sanl steweple was maintaingd between the newly-
founded eolony and the fieree Indian tribes, who
pesented the intrnsion of the whites,  lu the
persons of many of their early movernors, sol-
diers, explorers, awd eourcurs-de-hiis, the Freneh
colonists attained to the highest possible  poind
of human heroism and unseliishness.  The heeo-
ism of the layman was equalled by that of the
clergy, especially of the Jesuits, who suffered
all kinds of privation and torture in order that
they might earry the message of the Gospel to the



treacherous and degraded  Indisn tribes,  The
story of the Jesnit Missions in the Horon Coun-
try is of suepassing interest ot the present day.
Threuin might now be roughly deseribed as all
that lamd ineluded in the eirele Formed by the
towns of Orillia, Barrie, Collingwood, Midland,
and Waubaushene,

[ 1626 two Jesuit Fathers, John de Brebeuf
amd e Nowe, arvived in this region amd imomedi-
ately began (o Christianize these tribes.

With a short inlerruplion caused by an Fng-
lish vaid om Quebee (1629 1o 1634) the Jesuits
vountinned to preich the Gozpel to the Tiorons
nntil the destroetion of the nalion and the break-
g up of the Mission by Lthe atlacks of (he mer-
viless Iroguois in 1651 The story of the la-
Bemre gud swflerings and wartyrdon of [he heroie
Josuits, makes ene of the most sublime and toueh-
ing pages i1 the whole history of Canada,

The warcatives of how Fatbers John de Bre-
beuf, Lalement, Jogues, Ilaniel, Garunier, ete,
faced nullinehingly the threats and terrors of the
Troguais, and died in testimony of their Faith,
and in defenve of their converts, is one that makes
the heart beat faster, and the cheeks glow with
almication for these heroie ploneers of the Cross.
Al the seenes of their labours and death are situ-
ated abont one hundred miles north of Toronto,
Al theve, o the hlessed Huren Land, can be
cepil to-day the relics of the Huren villages of |
Oieossanes,  HThonativin, Teanaostaye, Caliagoe,
ete. ax well ag vempants of the forts and chapels
practed by the saintly Jesuits,



Glazing out of the train, on the Grand Tronk
Railway, within three miles of Midlawd, the tra-
veller can plainly see, on the banks of the little
River Wye, the ruins of Fort Ste. Marie, whicl
was the central house of the Jesnit Missionaries to
the Hurans., In the little graveyard of the House
reposes the hallowed dust of the ever illustrious
martves, DBrebeuf and Lalement! A few miles
away, near Waubaushene, is the site of 3t lenace,
where those two great servanls of God died al
the stake!

Suarely the Catholies of Onlario have reasou
to be prond of the glorions heritage begueat hed
to them by these noble priests of their Faith.
Is it asking too wuch of them to beg thal they
wonld study reverently anl lovingly e vecords
of ihese Haron Alissions, and hold dear m thelr
beart of hearts the memory and the sacvifiee of
these lieroie Jesuits whose life and death have
shed such imperishable Instre on the caviy history
of Ontario and of all Canada?
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