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ROBINSON CRUSOE'S PREFACE

nntngerel}rtha product of the two first

volumes, but the two first volumes may rather be
called the product of this. The fable is always
e e N hat Tha el 23 11 e

I have e envious ill-di
of the world have raised some objections agai lm’l:lmﬂlfr
two first ﬁt}mes, t!::} preteme,} 7 for mfagn:d, hﬂu-ertht
reason, as say) the story is
the names are wﬂ,ymdtlmtithallammm:
that there never were any such man or or cir-
cumstances in any man’s Efe; that it is all formed and
embellished by invention to impose upon the world.

1, Robinson Crusoe, being at this time in
and sound mind and memory, thanks be to God
therefor, do hereby declare their objection is an
o wfitn s the hoey, Woh alipriel & sl

that f ical, is

historical; and that it is the beautiful representation
of a life of unexampled misfortunes, and of a variet
not to be met with in the world, sincerel adapt%
to and intended for the common g:d mankind,
and designed at first, as it is now farther applied, to
the most serious uses possible.

Farther, that there is a man alive, and well known
too, the actions of whose life are the just subject of
these volumes, and to whom all or most part of the

[ix]



ROBINSON CRUBOE'S PRETFTACE

most directly alludes; this may be depended
upmﬁxtmth,andtuthislsetm;rname.

The famous “ History of Don Quixote,” a work
which thousands read with pleasure, to one that
knows the meaning of it, was an emblematic history
of, and a jpst satire upon, the Duke de Medina
Sidonia, a person very remarkable at that time in
Spain. To those who knew the original, the figures
were lively and easily discovered themselves, as they
are also here, and the images were just; and there-
fore, when a malicious but foolish writer, in the
abundance of him, spoke of the qnixutism of
R. Crusoe, as he it, he showed, evidently, that
he knew nothing of what he said ; and Eerhaf‘mﬂ
be a little startled when I shall tell him that what he
meant for a satire was the test of panegyrics.

Without letting the into a nearer explica-
tion of the matter, I proceed to let him know, that
the happy deductions I have employed myself to
make, from all the circomstances of my story, will
abundantly make him amends for his not having
the emblem explained by the original ; and that when
in my observations reflections of any kind in
this volume I mention my solitudes and retirements,
and allude to the circumstances of the former story,
all those ofﬂwsburﬁnrerenlfac’tsinmy
history, w er borrowed lights they may be rep-
resented by, Thus the fright and fancies which
succeeded the of the Pﬂ&lﬁ of a man's rg‘])]:ﬂt’ and
surprise of the goat, and the thin ing on
my bed, and m jum'pinguutinafrfght,ﬁuﬂ
hiatﬁ:ies nntfkerzsbsmnm ; 8s are %::ie-.me mﬁ:fdm@
of bei messengers, bein
o'ﬁimrs,ngthe nmnne‘: of being driven UE shore by the
surge of the sea, the ship on fire, the description of
starving, the story of my man Friday, many
more most material pnTagjs observed here, and on

x



ROBINSON CRUSOE'S PREFACE

which any religious reflections are made, are all
historical undmt';nein fact. It is most real that I
had a parrot taught it to call me name ;
such a servant a savage, and nﬁerwuﬂnb{i%{rmhm,
and that his name was called Friday, and that he
was ravished from me by force, and died in the hands
that took him, which I represent by being killed ;
this is all literally true, and sh I enter into
discoveries many alive can testify them. His other
conduct and assistance to me also have just references
in all their parts to the helps I had from that faith-
ful savage in my real solitudes and dizasters.

The story of the bear in the tree, and the fight
with the wolves in the snow, is likewise matter of
real hi ; and, in a word, the “ Adventures of
lehil?un : suﬁ“ are one whole a.che?e iﬂ real
ife of eight and twent i t in most
wandeﬁ.;?g desolate, mdynm mms‘bﬁnoeathat
ever man went through, and in which I have lived so
long in a life of wonders, in continued storms, t
with the worst kind of savages and man-eaters;
unaccountable surprising incidents, fed by miracles
greater than that of ravens; suffered all manner of
violences and oppressions, iniz:uus reproaches, con-
tempt of men, attacks of devils, corrections from
Heaven, and oppositions on earth; have had in-
numerable ups and downs in matters of fortune, been
in slavery worse than Turkish, escaped by an exqui-
site management, as that in the story of Xury, and
the boat at Sallee; been taken up at sea in dis-
tress, raised again and depressed again, and that
ofteper perhaps in one man's life than ever was
known before ; shipwrecked often, though more by
land than by sea. plnawnrd,themis not a cireum-
stance in the imaginary story but has its just allusion
to a real story, and chimes for and step for
step with the inimitable Life of Robi Crusoe.

[ xi]



ROBINSON CRUSOE'S PREFACE
In like manner, when in these reflections I speak of

the times and circumstances of i actions
done, or incidents which ha in my solitnde
and island-life, an i ial reader will be so just to

take it as it is, viz., that it is spoken or intended of
that part of the real story which the island-life is a
just allusion to; and in this the story is not only
illustrated, but the real part I think most justly
approved. For example, in the latter of this
work called the Vision, I in thus: “ When I was
in my island-kingdom I abundance of
notions of my seeing apparitions,” &c. All these
reflections are just hi of a state of forced com-
finement, which in my history is represented b
a confined retreat in an island ; e.r?i' it is as reasonabl
to represent one kind of im{riwnmﬂntby another, as
it is to represent anything that really exists by that
which exists not. story of my f.rll'ght with some-
thing on my bed was word for word a history of
what happened, and indeed all those things received
very little alteration, except what y attends
muﬁwmm from one place to another.

My o ions upon solitude are the same; and
I think I need say no more than that the same re-
mark is to be made upon all the references made here
to the transactions of the former volumes, and the
reader is desired to allow for it as he on.

Besides all this, here is the just anci only good end
of all parable or allegoric history hmug]:t to
viz,, for moral and religious improvement. ere
is invineible patience recommended under the worst
of misery, indefatigable application and undaunted
resolution under the greatest and most discouraging
circumstances ; I say, these are recommended as the
only way to work those miseries, and their
sucvess sufficient to support the most dead-
hearted creature in the world. :

[ xii ]
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Had the common way of writing a man's private
Myh&mhkm,mﬂvlhdgim]mthm-
duct or life of & man you knew, and whose misfor-
tunes and infirmities you had sometimes
unjustly triumphed over, all I could have said would
have yielded no diversion, and perhaps scarce have
obtained a reading, or at best no attention; the
teacher, like a greater, having no honour in his own
country. Facts that are formed to touch the mind
must be done a t way off, and by somebody
never heard of. Even the miracles of the blessed
Saviour of the world suffered scom and contem
when it was reflected that the wmdonemliy

ter's son ; one whose y and original they

& mean opinion of, and whose brothers and sis-
ters were ordinary people like themselves,

There even remains a question whether the
instruction of things will take place, when you
are supposing the scene, which is p so far off,
had its original so near home.

But I am far from being anxious about that, see-
ing, I am well assured, that if the obstinacy of our
age should shut their cars against the just reflections
made in this volume upon the transactions taken
notice of in the former, there will come an when
the minds of men shall be more flexible, w the
prejudices of their fathers shall have no place, and
when the rules of virtue and religion, justly recom-
mended, shall be more gratefully accepted than they
may be now, that our 5;]‘&1'&1 may mse up in Judg;
ment Timt their fathers, and one generation
edified by the same teaching which another genera-
tion despised.
Ros. Crusox.
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