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INTRODUCTION.

i ROM the lively interell which has ever
¥ been taken by Englith Proteftants in the

e difcovery of a long loft work from his
pen mufl be regarded az of no Little importance, It
is therefore with pleafure that I prefent to the pub-
lic, for the firft time fince the iffuc of the original
edition, a verfion of one of the Prophets by this
emunent mall.

Tyndale, after the completion of his tranflation
of the New Teftament in the latter part of the year
1525, proceeded with the Peotateuch, which was
printed in the year 1530, ‘The only other portion
of the Scriptures which he is known to have pub-
lithed, is this recently difcovered verfion of the
Prophet Jonah. It is gencrally admitted that, be-
fides thefe publithed portions, Tyndale tranflated
the (Nd Teftament as far as the end of the {econd
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book of Chronicles : thefe books were firft printed
in the folio Bible, 1537, under the affumed name
“ Thomas Matthew,” edited by John Rogers, to
whom Tyndale is known to have given his manu-
feripts before his martyrdom in 1536

As no copy of the Jonah, nor any reprint or quo-
tation from the text, had been known to exift until
the prefent day, it was doubted by fome whether
Tyndale a2ually publifbsed a tranflation of this Pro-
phet. A few notices of Tyndale’s book of Jonah,
which appeared at an early period, had given rife
to the belief that it had been publifhed, though no-
thing was eertainly known on the fubjeft. Thus
Sir T. More fays, * Then have we Jonas made out
by Tyndale/ a boke y* who fo delyte therin fhall
ftande in parell v* Jopas was neuer fo {walowed
uppe wyth the whale as by the delyte of that booke
a mannes foule maye be fo fwalowed uppe by the
deuyll, that he thall neaer have the grace to gett out
agayne,”’® [t is alio mentioned in the Lift of Books
dencunced by Stokefly, Bithop of London, in a
MS. in Lambeth Library. Anderfon fays—* The
proof of the exiftence of Jonas, and upon Englith

! Anderfon's Annals of the Englith Bible, vol. i. p. g69.

* 4 The esfutaryon of Tyadale’s anfwere made by Sir Tho-
mas More, knight, lorde chancelloor of Englonde, Prentyd ar
London, by will, Raftell 1532.* folio, Preface By reverfe,
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ground this year (1531), is to be found in the lift
of books denounced by Stokelly, on the 3rd of
December. It is the lalt on the lift, * Jonas in
Englith,"—See Lambeth MS., No. 306, fol. 65.°" 1
Fox, giving a lift of T'yndale's Works, fays, * Item
a boke called the prophet Jonas teching to under-
ftand the right ule of feripture.”’* The Prophet
Jonah is alfo noticed in the lift of Tyndale’s Works
by Bale* Burnet gives a document in his * Col-
leftion of Records,” *'The Names of Books Pro-
hibited, delivered to the Curates, Anno 1542. to
the intent that they fhall prefent them with the
Names of the Owners, to their Ocdinary if they
find any fuch within their Parithes.”” In the Lift is
“The Book of Jonas in Englifh.” * Ames places
it after the year 1527, without a date, Bvo. ®

The prologue, preceded by the title, has come
down to us in four editions of the Bible, and like-
wife in the collefted works of T'yndzale, by Daye.®

' Anderfon’s Annal,” vol, i p. 3go.

¥ 45 Fox's Afts and Menuments,” 1ft odit. p. 573.

2 ¥ Prophetiam Jone,™ Scriptorurn Ihuftrivin, &c., Bale,
folio, 2559, p. 655,

4« Hiftory of the Reformation,™ gth edit. 1715, vol i,
A Colleftion of Reeards, p. age.

a & .ﬁl‘l‘lﬂ' T\I.Pﬂgmph_h_l ﬂﬂ.ﬁqﬂjﬁﬁ,” Pr 49T

& ¢ The Whole Workes of W, Tyndall, John Frh, and
Dol Barnes, &c., Lesdow, John Daye, 1474." foli=,
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[t firlt appeared in 1549, in the fecond edition of
Matthew’s verfion, printed by * Thomas Ray-
nalde, and William Hyll," and “ Edmunde Becke's™
revifion of Matthew’s verfion, printed by ¢ John
Daye, and William Seres.” In 1551 it was inferted
in the Bible printed by * John Daye,”” and in the
laft edition of Matthew’s verfion, by * Nicholas
Hyll ** and others,

It has alfo been reprinted in the Following modern
editions :+—

“ Writings of Tindal, Frith, and Barnes. Re-
ligions T'raét Society,” 12me., no dare.

“ The works of W. T'yndale and J. Frith, edited
by T. Ruffell, A.M."” in 3 vols. Bvo., London,
1831.

L Dﬂ&rmal Treatifes, by Tyndale. Edited for
the Parker Society, by the Rev. Henry Walter,”
8vo., Cambridge, 1848,

The “ Prologue ** in the firft and femnd of thefe
works appears to be taken from Da].rc s edition,
15735 and in the third chicfly from the fame, but
compared with fome of the editions of the Bible.
The marginal references were firft introduced by
Daye, in 1573

Henry Cotton, LL.D., Archdeacon of Cafhel,
in his very valuable work, is of opinion that the
Jonah had been publithed. Under the year 1531,
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he gives ** The Prophete Jonas ; tranflated by W.
T.(Tyndale); with a Prologue orIntroduétion. No
copy certainly known to be in exiftence at prefent.
8vo. :"" and in 2 note is added, *the book has fo com-
pletely difappeared, that [ am not aware of a fingle
copy remaining at this day.” **From its total difap-
pearance, fome writers have imagined that the Pro-
lague alamewas put into print by Tyndale. ButI think
it is beyond all doubt that the text was allo printed.”*
Dr. Cotton alfo ftates that *¢ Bithop T'anner, in his
¢ Biblistheca,' p. 403, mentions ¢ Prelogus in Jonam
cum Ford imprefs. (eorfum in partibus tran(marinis.
1297 & Mr. George Coninglby, who upwards
of a century ago prefented his fine colledtion of an-
cient Bibles to Baliol College, Oxford, affirmed that
he actually poflefed a copy.”t The copy aliuded
to is not known to exift. Anderion®had no doubt
that Jonah had bren printed, but he argues from
the evidence afforded by the Title and Prologue.
Undoubtedly Tyndale intended that the tranflation
fhould follow the Prologue. I can find no other
notices relative to the publication of the Prophet
Jonah, .

On the other.hand it appears certain that Tyn-

! # Catton, Editions of the Bible inEng. snd ed, e3353,p. 5.
*o Anderfon’s Annals,™ yol. i p. 2l
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dale's Jonah was but litde known even in 1537:
for the firft edition of Matthew's verfion does not
contain his tranflation, but that of Coverdale, word
for word, as in the folio Bible of 153s.

It is not probable that Rogers would have rejedted
Tyndale’s verfion of Jonah, if hie was aware of its
exiftence, and could have obtained a COpPY 5 it 15
poflible that, as Rogers was fuperintending the print-
ing of the Bible on the Continent, he could not
procure a copy for his purpofe.

It may be interefting ro (ome readers to compare
thefe two verfions : with thiz view a facfimile copy
of Jonah from the firlt edition of Coverdale's verfion
is appended. There are about one hundred varia-
tions between the two verfions. It has heen pene-
rally fuppoied that John Rogers, the editor of
Matthew's Bible, had received from Tyndale, be-
fore his martyrdom, all that he had tranflated of the
Scriptures, and would therefore bave inferted in that
Bible as much of the text as T'yndale had completed.
Profeflor Walter, who edited Tyndale’s Doctrinal
Works for the Parker Bociety, inferred that, as his
verfion of the Prophet Jonah is not in that Bible,
Tyndale could not have tranflated it. He held this
view (o {trongly, that after giving fome arguments
on. the fubjeft, he concludes that the editors of
Matthew's Bible would not * have preferred

e —




