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PREFACE.

Agour one year age, God, in his providence,
brought to this eountry the ehill of one of anr
oldest migsionanes in the for off wsles of the scas.
mhe waz among the Grst of the children of the mis.
sonaries who have been retained at & masionary
station 1o so mature an age; and netwithstanding
all the disadvantames of her ikolatedl silualion, at-
tained a hish degree of menial ecultivulion; and
unve, Iving and dying, evidence of sincere piely.

At the age of sevenleen ghe landed upon our
thores, with the expeclalion of enjoying, lor & sea-
zon, the advantages of the eociety and instilutionz
of Chriztinn America ; hut within three weeks after
the time of her amval, she found a place in our
sepulchres.

The brief chituary notice of this young person,
poblished & short time after her death, i the New
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York Observer, excited very general interest, and
the request was immediately mode from various
directions, by members of the American Boavd, and
other frionds of missions, that o mere exiended
memoir might ba given to the publie. The writer,
however, wouid never hove undertaken itz propa-
raticn bot ul the suroestion of HRev, Dr. Anderson,
the Socretary of lhe Doard whe has charge of the
foreirn depariment, who was ol the opinon that
such a memeoir wonld not enly subserve the cause
of youthful piety, bul heve a favorable beanng cn
the cansas of oizzon:,

It hag nwt Leen the object of the writer to de-
geribe o ¢hild of nnusnal powers of oiod oc allan-
meels in platy, not e prosent a nartalive of o
vemarkablea or nneoomonen ehavaeter; bot o give
the simple histery of a rmissiomary’s child, reared
at & wmizsionary stalion in ona of the darkest cor-
ners of the earth, 1o show what may be aceon-
plished with the blessing of God by mtelligent
Christian parects, even when deprived of many of
those faeiliziez which are vsuvally deemed ossential
in the edacation of children | and espeeially lo call
up; in the pmuds of heth parents and childrn, a
decper intersst in the families of missicuavies, nnd
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more ardent dezives for the salvation of the hea
then,

What Loey Thurston was, and what she bacame
i the pesuliar circumstanees of her sitnation, ig
here prezented chicfly in her own languege, by
extracts from her journal and letters. Thos, being
dead, she yet spealeth, If her example should
inculeate uny new lzssons of meelmess, humilily,
and Iovelinezs of deportment ; i it should impress
upon ke minds of any of he youth of cur Iamd
the importanee aml blewscdness of eartly piety, or
inspire any one of them with a Jove for the miz-
sionary muse, ghe will not spealt in vain.  And 1f
her bref Listory should throw any lydd npon the
queetion, * How are the childmn of missionanes to
be cdueated ¥ anl wwulien o the hegrts of any of
God’s people sleonger syropathies for their mission-
ary brethren, vr a desper sonac ol their cblizations
to Jabor and pray, swl give of their snbstance,
‘that the kingdom of glory may be hastaned,” the
writer will ever rejoice, that by a peeonliar provi-
dence she waz permitted to stand by the dying bed
of * the misgionary’s danghter.”

For the bencfit of those into whese hands this
book may fall, and whe rnay not be familiar with
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the history of the Sandwich Island mission, a briel
gketeh of the early history of these izlands, and of
the introdostion and peogress of Chnshamty upon
thern, i prefized to the memoiz.

Mareh 1, 1542
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