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VOLUME ONME

“As the Kalevala holds up itz bright
mirtor to the life of the Finns moving
among the first long shadows of
medieval civilization it suggests o our
minds the proto-twilight of Homerc
Greece. Its historic background is
the misty age of feud and foray between
the people of Kaleva and their more
ancient neighbours of Pohjola, possibly
the Lapps. Poetically it recounts the
long quest of that singular and prolific
talisman, the Sampo, and énds upon
the first note of Christanity, the
introduction of which was completed
in the fourteenth century. Heroic but
human, its men and women march
baldly through the fifty cantos, raiding,
drinking, abducting, cutwitting, weep-
ing, but always active and always at
odds with the very perils thar confront
their countrymen today: the forest,
with its savage arumals; its myriad
lakes and rocks and torrents; wind,
fire, and darkness; and the cold.”

Front the Inrroduction fo this Every-
man Edigon by 3. B, C. Grundy,

The piesure on the Front of phis terapper by Adaels
Cralien-Kailela  (airrager the famous  passags
*Balevala® whers the young poet Touka i, oo
wprer VPdindmfinen kad seducod, lei i madr ,I".n‘ e
The ofd lady's arguments o deeurd dar adn Hhai hd
fires thared kol MEAE duery fimid.

Everyman's Ligrary: Larger Format
All new velumes and all revlsed and reprinted
volumes i BEveryman’s Lidrary are now pro-
duced in crown octavo, These are published
at six prices (except in the ULSAL) acconding
to the lengrh and nature of the work, Velumes
at the lowest price are In red shaded wrn[.]:r%c]rs._.
marked * in catalagues ) the secand price in blue
ghaded wrappers {3 the third price in green
shaded wrappers §; the fourth price in yellow
or brown shaded wmappers £ the ffth price in
lilac shaded wrappers [; the sih price in
white wrappers .
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ELIAS LONNROT

Born 1802, Finnish philologist, poet and

folklodist. Practised medicine in  counury

districts, wheee he transcribed traditional

ballads, among them the Falevalz evele,

which he published from 1838 o 1840,

Became professor of Fionish licerature at
Helsinki, and died 1884

The Kalevala Society is a foundaron formed in
Helsinki in 1g1g for promoting the collecting,
publishing, study and culivatdon of Finnish
folklore, The anoual mecting of the socety is
keld on 23th February or Kalevals Day, ie. the
day when the lotroducton o the Grst edidon of
the Kalevale was sipned by Elias Léonrot in
1335, The sociery hes published a year-book
since 1921 and a aumber of works on folklore.
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INTRODUCTION

No national epic lies so firmly in the heart of its people as
the Kalevalz, Its influence en modern Finland has been and
is—to offer the least remote of possible comparisons—an
immensely more potent force than the tradition of the Edda
collections in western Scandinavia or the Mibelungen cycle
among the Germanic nations.  As the poern holds up its bright
mirror to the life of the Finns moving ameng the first long
shadows of medieval civilization it suggests in our minds the
proto-twilight of Homerie Greece.  Tts historic background is
the misty age of feud and foray between the people of Kaleva
and their more ancient neighbours of Pobjola, possibly the
Lapps, Poetieally it recounts the long quest of that singular
and prolific talisman, the Sampo, and ends upon the first note
of Chiristianity, the introduction of which was completed in the
fourtconth century. Herode but human, its men and women
march boldly through the fifty canios, raiding, drinking,
abducting, outwitting, weeping, but always active and always
at odds with the very perils that confront their conntrymen
to-day: the forest, with its savage animals, its myriad lakes
and rocks and torrents: wind, fire, and darkness: and the cold.
Yet, wild as the scene may be, it is far from barbaric, The
craft of the shipwright, the blacksmith, the goldsmith, or the
brewer has plainly reached a high level; household manage-
ment and the laws of hespitality are well understood; fine
fabrics are woven, fine jewels esteemed; personal cleanliness
and the rites of the seuna, or Finnish steam-bath, are fully
practised; music is an important part of life, and songs are
often accompanied on the kasnfsle, a stringed instrument still in
use; there is constant and highly poctic praise of beauty,
whether of bird or tree or malden, Imagination is perhaps the
outstanding talent of the characters, who conspicuously prefer
skill or guile or magic to the nse of [orce.

The northermn rune-singees laid band early upon the songs
and episodes of the Kalevals, a feature of which is the “echo
line which repeats or adds bot slightly to the sense of its pre-
deécessor (e, lines 17 and 18 of Runo T).  This often arose from
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