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PREFACE.

Tae Ttalian Grammar of VERGANI, revised and
improved by PrraNgst, having been for maoy years
past universally approved of iﬁ'nm:e,' as ddntaining,
i a small compass, what was necessary "to aéquire
the radiments of the Ttalian Languages it wis con-
sidered adviseable to make an English-er¥ion of it
for the use of the English student. The study of
this rich and harmonious language has, of late, be-
come nearly as prevalent in England as that of the
French, and a knowledge of it is considered, in polite
society, as a necessary accomplishment.

The fundamental rules of this Elementary Gram-
mar, and its methed in general, have been carefully
preserved in this new Edition; but in several parts,
where the rules, (though suffiviently explanatory to
the French student, on account of the great similarity
between the two languages) were deemed not suffi-
ciently intelligible to the English pupil, they are ac-
companied by such additional observations as were
thought necessary, and in many parts, the syntactical
rules, which were found contrary to the English con-
struction, have been new-modelled, and adapted to
that language, preserving, at the same time, the ex-
em phrases employed in the original Grammar.

h.:%xamim have, in some parts, been enlarged,
acoording to VERGANI'S Improved Edition.

To render this Grammar more complete, and, at
the sume time, to supply the place of an additional
Reading-book, a number of Anecdotes have been sub-
joined, which it is haped, will be found instructive,
& well as entertaining, to the young student.



iv PREFACE.

The Epiatolary style has likewise been attended to,
by the introduction of a selection of letters, written
by and addressed to persons of the first distinction.
'I?i':u are followed ? a few Poetical Extracts, from
the Drama, by which the pupil may be prepared for
reading the most celebrated of the Italian poets and
prose writers.

As the Grammar containg a concise and perspi-
cuons view of the principles, and an introductory
specimen of each style of composition, the pupil is
initiated, in an easy, amnsing, and prompt manner,
into the knowledge of this most besutiful, copious,
and harmonious language.

No pains have been spared, por any thing neg-
lected, to render this Work as acceptable and useful
as possible, to the notive and approbation of Parents,
Teackers, and of the Public in general.

Juna 15, 4837,



PREFACE TO THE PRESENT EDITION.

AvtEpvan the Italian and English Grammar of Vergani,
by Guichet, was generally vecognised es the best of the
existing elementary grammare in England, yet something
remained o be done to put it in accordance with the pro-
greas of grammatical science; and it is hoped that the
present edition will prove suceessful.

A great number of orthographical and idiomatical errors
that oceurred here and there in the past editicos have
pow been diligently corrected ; the rules in Lessons 11,
IIL, IV, ¥, VI, X, and XVI, which, for want of elearness
and proper exemplifications, were too difficult and embar-
rassing to students, have been rewritten and illostrated
with new examples ; the table of verba has been corrected,
and improved with some additiona; several new dialogues
heve been added to the former ones, end the medels on
the epistolary style, which were mther of an old date,
have been corrected, and n few new letters and short
notes added ;—all of which, it ia presumed, will render
the Grammar more acceptable and prafitable to the young

atudent.
A. ToMmasL

Lorpow; May, 1852
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DEFINITIONS.

GraMMAE i8 the art of l.pnai.inf and writiog correctly.
The Articie is o small word placed before the noun,
and which deseribes its genders, number, and case,
The Nouw, or Susstawrive, designates persons or

thinga.
_‘[’Igﬁmmwt expressos 8 quality of the persoms or

things.

'I'E: Gexnpers have in their origin s relation to the
words belonging to either sex. In Italian there are two
genders, the mascaoline and feminine, There are two
aumbers, the singular and plural; the former designatin
ane n or thing, the latter several persons or things.

) Tge AvoMERTATIVE is said of certain terminations which
serve to augement the sense of nouns. :

The Dimixvrivs is a termination which diminishes the
force of the word, -

An Apseerive is in the positive degree, when it ex-

eimply the quality; it is comparative, when,
m the goality, it expresses the comparison; it is
superlative, when it expresses the quality in a very high,
ar in the highest degree, -

The Svreararive may be sbsolute or relative. The
absolute-superlative expresses a quality in the supreme
degree, but without any relation tc ancther object: the
relative-superlative expresses the quality in the highest

, with reference 10 another object.
ours or Numsza are thoee which are employed in
reckoning. There are two kinds of these; the cordinal
and the ordinal numbers.

The Campival Numeeas sre those which abeclutely
and simply serve to denote the different numbers.

The Onprwar Nuesens dencte the order and rank.



