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PREFACE.

Tre tengled skein of theories which one must
unravel in order to arrive at any simple conclusion
in regard to the singing voiee, makes our endeavour
in the present volume an arduous one. We have
tried to eling ns closely as possible to facts, and
make our subjeet scientifically eatisfactory by the
introduction of such of the elementary laws of
sound and musie, the thorough comprehension of
which will enable the student to understand the
conclusions deduced in our argument as to the
proper production of tone. The chapters on anat-
omy end respiration are intended to be of value to
the physician as well as to the student of singing,
and for this resson aleo, the sabject of the vibra-
tion of the voeal cords has been entered into in
a way not treasted of in any other worlk. The
author hae for a long time been convineed of the
meny fallacies which have obtained in the theocries

as to the so-called “registers™ of the human voiee,
T






PREFACE. vii

the simplest exercises for the restitution of cords
injured by improper vocal method, which may be
employed by the teacher as well as the physician,
The genersl scheme of the building of the voice, on
the lines of our theory of tone plecing, is appended
for the benefit of teachers and students, in the hope
that some one may receive aid from a method which,
if not elaborate, is certainly beneficial in farnishing a
fundamental principle of correct tone placing to the
gerions student. This book s the result of a vast
experienee with aingers, The ideas have heen put
together in a concipe and simple way, without any
attempt at elaboration or style. If it will give as-
sistanee to any student or teacher groping amid
the dark and dangerous traditions of voice culture,
the author will feel that his modest efforts have
been erowned with seecess. To Dr. Frank Donald-
son T am indebied for valuable sesistance in eom-
pilation, and to Madame Melba for her generous
aid in the chapter on voice building. To the mem-
bers of the Metropolitan and German Opera Com-
penies, who have honoured me with their eonfi-
denee, and pgiven me great assistance in my search
for the truth, I am profoundly grateful.

H. Horeroor Ccrris,

118 Mapson AvENUE, New Yonrk,
Jannary I, 1866,



