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PREFACE.

THEE resder of this Little Book will soon discover from
the style adopted in parts ol it, that the substance of
the several Chapters has been delivered in the form of
Zermons. But the throwing of these Hermone into the
form of short Religious Eesays has given me the oppor-
tanity of introdueing matter unenited for the Pulpit,
and of erusing much which had only & special reference
to the circumetances and famptations of my own flock.
At the same time, I have felt unwilling (in this, as in
a former, publication) to omit entirely all practical
addresees and appeals of & devotional character, however
out of place such passages may seem to be in an Essay.
For indeed T feel that all exclusively speculative treat-
ment of Heligioua Bubjects (and specially of a subject
having so close a bearing upon practice, as that with
which the following Pages deal) is to be avoided. We
do not think on these subjects aright, unlees our minds
are led on from the theory of them to the influence
which they ought to exercise upon our practice,—un-
less we allow them to stir within us the scoNmnesks
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and aspirations of devotion. Nor, except we view them
under this light, are we zafe from erroneous conclusions
respecting them. ¥or right conclusions on Religious
subjects cannot be formed by those who speculate upon
them in s wrong, or in a defective, epirit.

To some, I fear, the Rules of Conversstion here pro-
poeed may appear too strict, and even impossible to be
carried out. May I request that such Headers will
consider, before they reject the Rules, what ie said in
Chapter VII. on Worde of Tonocent Recreation P

I may have erred doubtless in some of my applica-
tione of it to practice,—but I cannot see my way to
evade the general principle, that words, to redeem
themeelves from the charge of being idle, must fulfil
eome one of the ends whick words were designed fo fulfil.
These ends are indicated at length in the body of the
Work, and it only remaine for me fo say, that a wider
scope should possbly be given to the term, * innocent
recreation,” than it was consisfent with the nature of
8 religions essay to set forth, A great many words
which cannot be justly called witty, or humorous, et
tend to relicve the burdens of life, and to lighten tha
heart with a gleam of merriment; nor would 1t be
poseible to emter into any useful conversation without
passing through the preliminary poreh of lighter re-
marks, and repartees upon ordinary topics. If such
things wera pracluded, conversation would lose ita ease
and griety, and with these ite power of refreshing the
mind. To preserve this power (which ought alwaye to
attach to it), while at the same time guarding against
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empty words, and the encroachment of a spirit of
unwatchfulness, is doubtless an arducns task,—one of
the most arduous perhaps which the Christian has to
achieve; but it is our encouragement and consolation
to kmow that our Merciful Lord never commands im-
posaibilities, and offers us not only the pguidance of
general principles in His Word, but also Grace and
Light to direct the individeal conecience in ifs
atbempts to apply those principles to the conduct of
daily life. :
E. M. G.



