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4 Machiavel's errors arose not in sonsalting the priseiple of utility, bat in
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“T congider that, in fact, our Government is at the head of a sysiem
composed of native States, and I would avoid what are called rightful
oceasions of appropriating those territories. On the eontrary, I should
ba disposed, as far as [ could, to maintain the native Btates, and [ am
satisfied that their maintenance, and the giving to the subjects of
those Btates the comviction that they are considered permanent parts
of the general Government of India, would naturally stremgthen our
authority.” .

Lonp EiLEXBoROUGH.



T0O THE RIGHT HONOURARLE

THE LORD STANLEY, M.P.,

ETC., ETC,

My Lorp,

The following statement of the claims of the Maharajah
of Mysore to be reinstated in the executive government
of his dominions, and to have his adopted son recognised as
the lawful successor to his throne, is inseribed to your Lord-
ship as the Minister under whose auspices Her Majesty's
Proclamation of 1858 was issued to the Princes and people
of India. The case iz recommended to your Lordship's
consideration as one which in its actual condition threatens
to destroy all confidence in the sincerity of that Royal
Proclamation—as one which involves the refusal of reform,
and the commencement of a new series of annexations,

Your Lordship cannot fail to observe the remarkable
features which, in its beginning, its progress, and its actual
gituation, distinguish this critical case. The adminis-
trative sequestration of the Mysore territories originated in
a hasty error, which was frankly acknowledged by its re-
sponsible author, Lord William Bentinek. During the first
sixteen years, the temporary and friendly object of our
management was distinctly and repeatedly declared ; and
no hint was given that any detriment or danger could
thereby accrue to the Prince and his family, or to the Native
State. It was only during the last year of Lord Dalhousie’s
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Viceroyalty that the promised reinstatement was absolutely
dropped, and the confiscation of the Rajah's dominions at
his death was for the first time suggested.

Surely the experiment of enlarging the direct possessions
of the Crown in India on every available pretext and
opportunity, has been tried on a sufficiently large scale, and
with evil consequences to the moral and material strength
of the Empire that ought to be sufficiently obvious to the
world, By your Lordship those evil consequences have
always been deplored and denounced ; and so far as
prudence permitted, you have ever endeavoured to apply or
to facilitate remedial, Teatorative and reassuring measures.
‘Whatever view may be taken by us or by posterity of the
merits and services of that eminent personage, there can be
no doubt that the name of Lord Dalhousie will be for ever
identified with the policy of annexation. He had marked
down Mysore ; but the life did not happen to fall in during
his tenure of office. Will your Lordship be a consenting
party to the reconstruction of a systematic territorial Ton-
tine? Will your Lordship now assist in carrying out one
deferred detall in that general scheme, whieh you have so
often and so strenuously condemned ?

It iz important above all things to impress upon your
Lordship, that the Princes, and those classes of the people
of India whe by position and edueation are conseious and
reflective, do not believe that their rights and interests are
fairly represented, that their wishes are at all understood or
respected at the seat of Empire. The Government seem to
rely for intelligence solcly upon official sources, and to be
neither inspired with a distinct purpose nor troubled with
any positive misgivings, but to be content to get through
each Session of Parliament quietly, without being called
upon to explain any great failure or scandal, to express any
decided hope, or to declare any consistent plan for the

future.
The working of British institutions is much more clearly
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understood and appreciated now-a-days in India, than was
the case twenty years ago. Newspapers and Blue-books are
not only read by natives of English edueation, but are also
transmitted and translated to the dependent Sovereigns,
Chieftains and landlords. The names of our leading States-
men and their avowed or suppoeed views on Indian subjects,
are kmown and canvassed in the Durbar and the closet of
every Native Prince.

The question of the Mysore Rajah's reinstatement and of
the suceession to his throne, is now a matter of the deepest
and most painful anxiety throughout the Native Btates, as
well as in the British Provinces of the Madras Presidency.
It is not merely for the Prince, but for the Principality, that
all arc interested. In ﬂil;'. fate of the Mysore dynasty, every
Hindoo and Mussulman Chieftain will see the destiny of his
own race foreshadowed. With perfeet truth it may be said
that the Rajah of Mysore is not a man but a system. This
is not merely the grievance or the claim of a protected
Sovereign, but the appeal of an Empire ; and, if it were
rightly understoed, it would be seen to inveolve the whole
principle of British supremacy in India.

With the extinction of the Mysore State would disappear
the last hope of order and regularity being introduced by
our influence into the administration of the larger Prinei-
palitics. No general scheme of policy, no political future
would then remain possible for the British Empire in India,
but that of continued territorial acquisitions and the pro-
gressive augmentation of the European forces. If the native
States cannot be reformed, they are doomed to be gradually
annexed.

There is one other peculiarity in this gquestion, which
makes it especially deserving of close attention, If it ob-
tains a hearing in Parliament, it will offer the first oppor-
tunity that has ever been given to the Legislature of pro-
nouncing on an Indian anncxation before it has been com-
pleted,—before, in fact, it is too late. No one will be



satisfied with its summary disposal by those Parlinmentary
tactics, which have hecome familiar even to the Hindoo
mind,—by a debate and a Ministerial majority. Nothing
less than the calm deliberation and recorded judgment of
a Committee of the House of Commons,—even though
that judgment should be adverse,—will convince the
Princes of India of the integrity of their rulers. The honour
of the Crown is deeply compromised by a doubt being
thrown on Her Majesty’s royal word. In the fervent hope
that your Lordship will give all the weight of your influence
to secure that fair inquiry which the case demands from
Parliament,
I beg to subscribe myself,
Your Lordship’s faithful and obedient servant,

Inprovs.




THE RAJAH AND PRINCIPALITY OF
MYSORE.

On the 2nd August, 1858, the great Statute was passed
entitled “An Act for the better government of J_n ia,”
whereby the Queen assumed the direct administration of
her Oriental dominions, And on the 1st of the ensuing
November Her Majesty’s Royal Proclamation was issued by
the Governor General from Allshabad, and was published
on the same day, by carefully preconcerted arrangements,
in every city and large station of India, with such pomp
and circumstance of military and official display as local
resources would permit.  No lack of interest was shown by
the people of the country, This was the first oceasion on
which Ene veil had been withdrawn, and the Sovereign of
the British Empire had spoken face to face with her Indian
Allies, feudatories and subjects ; and all listened atten-
tively. No document published by the British Government
of India has ever produced so profound a sensation. Ap-
pearing in the hour of strength and triumph, when the
decisive blow had been dealt to a gigantic rebellion, which
had been stained by the blackest deeds of treachery and
cruelty,—breathing words of peace, merey and benevolence
where vengeance and mistrust might have been expeeted,—
this Proclamation bore upon its face the true blazon of
Royalty,

But more especially, in consequence of the following
unequivocal and weighty assurances, the Queen’s Proclama-
tion was enthusiastically hailed as the Magna Charta of the
Minor States :—

“ We hereby annonnce to the Native Princes of India that all
Treaties and Engagements made with them by or under the



