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NOTF.

The material for this volwme was not all reeeived until the 18th of Feb-
roury.  The last puper read in the General Associztion was not receivesd
until the middle of November, hence the printing conld not be commonead
until that time, the proceedings of the General Association oerupying the At
of the volume. Attention iz called to the appendixes for waterials which
ware received too late for insertion in their proper places,

The printing has alas been delayed by the sending of proofs fo distant
parts of the conntry. Papera should be presented in sneh g fomn that na
Aurh delay would be necessary.

The records of the Departments do notshow who were appointed membors
of the Publication Committee. This was owing fo the fact that so many
temporary oflicers were appointed who wero not fonilior with the workings
of the Associstion.  The umdersipnsd, Sevretary preo fem. of the Department
of Highor Education, wus appointed to reprosent that Depgrtooent in the
Publication Commilbes, snd also by the Board of Directors as (Chairman of
that Cotniniflee, in view of the fuct that he was Borratary elect of the Gen-
eral Association, and that the SBecretary elected the preceding yeir was not
prosent st Minneapolis

The volume of proceedimes might e distriboted each yesr as mr]\' ats
December i the papors were handod (o the seeretaries st the A

February 18, 1576, W, 1» HENKLE,
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GENERAL ASSOCTATION,

First Dﬁy’s Proceedings.

MORNING SESSION.,

The fifteenth snnual mecting of the National Fducitionsl Association
took place in the Academy of Music, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Tueaday,
August 5d, 1875, ot 130 o'clock, A. M.

FPresident Willinm 1. Harrig, of &t Lowis, Missouri, called the Assoecin-
tion to order, and Rev. R. F. Sample, of Minneapolis, opened by prayer.
Hon. O, . Merrimian, Mavor of Minneapolis, wae then introdueed, who
welcomed the delepates to the hospitalities of the ecity. He stated that he
had not heretofore considered] himself urticularty honored by holding ofll-
cial positions, but on this occasion he was glad to welcome the Association
more eapeciaily om aceonnt of the noble oceupation in which its members
were gngaged, e spoke of the grandenr of the dnties of the teacher, and
the beneficent resulis of whose teachings were not for time glone.  The city
had had but a brief history, but in its behalf and ay its servant, be wel-
eomed the Association most comdially to the city of Minnenpolis,

His excellency, Gov. Cushman K. Davis, followed with «a stirring speech,
asanring the members of the convention of his sympathy and hearty co-op-
eration.  He regretted that le had no regulurly prepared address. Ile
spoke of the delepations from widely separated States. Althouph & new
Comuonwealth, Minnesote conld boust of un educational aystem inferior to
none, and paid & warm compliment to the University, and other eduestional
institutions. The work of the sssociation, as he lesrned by reading the pro-
ecodingd of the Detroit meeting, was not that of 8 muteal admiration society,
‘The members apprecinte their relations to the State and to its polities, in the
largest sense of the word. Al closses were embenced within its benign in.
Buenees—the insane, and even the criminal classes, made ite benciiciarics,
No Webster, nor Clay, nor Marshall, can bear comparison with the potential
influences of the sehool in framing the destinies of States. i concludion
{ov. Davig bude the Association an enrnest and hearty welcome to the State
of Minnesota,

President W. T. Harris responded in behalf of the Asociation, after
which he presented the fvllowing subjects proper for the consideration of
the Association :

2



6 National Educational Association.

Course of study in common schools, high schools, and colleges, and in
special preparatory schools, and professional achools,

(a). The co-ordination deemed advisalile.

{b). The actusl peychologieal requirements and results,

(). Helntion to civil pociety and the State, and to epiritual eulture,

Clasgification and grading in oll of oor edueational institutions, eapecially
in our commeon schools and in our high schieola.  An exhaustive investiga-
tion of the effectz of the xvstem of ungraded schools as compared with the
gyitem of graded schools, especially with a view to determine the psycho-
1gical effects of individoal ingtrection,  Country schools persug city schoola

Bechool hygieme, The proper constraction of buildings, the modes of
ventilation and Hghting, the proper length of school sessions, and the time
for intermisaion, ete.

Edueation in the Bouth, Intor-State conventions, The peculiar probloms
arising for solution there,

The centennial celebration and the best method of represontim: our edu-
cational status in it

The Buresn of Education st Washingten, Means of enhancing its use-
fulnegs.

Normal echool education—ecope and limitations,

Behool supervigion, Our American systemn, or lack of systen, compared
in its resulta with the systems of Great Britzin end Prossis.

The proper status of moral and religious instruction in our comnwm
achools,  How far the separation of church snd State shoulid T adopted in
the system of public inatruction. |

‘The Bate in edncation; what should be andertaken by (le State, and
whal is hest Ielt to private ealerprise; nationul and State universilics.

The relation of edueation to the donand of retionalism. Nofural seicoes
versus clagaical culture, or science vevsus the humanities,

Bupt. J. M. McHensie, of Lincoln, Nebraska, wus elected Hecretary pro
tem., and after the peneral announcements of the meetings of the several
departments, the General Association adjourned until evening.

EVENING SESSION.

After valling fhe Agsociation to onder, the president annonneed that the
three regular constitutional committees were not yob appointed. O wotion
the president was anthorized to appoint these committees,

The regular tressurer of the Associstion being absent, Mr. Asron {fove,
of Denver, Col., was elected treasurer profem,, and A, J. Daniels, of Grand
Rapids, Mich. ; A. T. Caldwell, of 5t. Louis, Mo.; P. M. Woodman, of Min-
neapolis, Minn. ; and ¥. A, Fogg, of 8t. Panl, Minn., were elected assistant
trensurers. (. H. Roberts, of Hochester, Minn., and W. H. Wynn, of Ames,
TIowa, ware elected assistant scerctaries.

Supt. 0. ¥, Tousley, of Minneapolis, snnounced that there would be an
excursion to the Falls of Minnehaha, on Wednesday afternoon, at &4

. o'clock, and the members of the Association were cordially invited to partici-
pafte.
PnP:edclent Harris then introduced W. F, Phelps, Principal of State Normal
Bchool at Winons, Minn., who presented the following paper on



First Day's Proceedings. 7

THE COURTRY SCHOOL PROBLEM.

No eareful observer of our public school system in all ita parts can fail to
diseover that its weakest points sre to be found in its application to the
rural districts,. How to organize and corduet this elazq of sehools in such a
way a6 to secure the best resnlts, is the most difficult problem connected
with the educational movements of this country; and the sabject demands
a more thorough consideration than it has yet received from our educators.
and statesmen.

In the local orpnnizations of the cities we fimd most of the conditions es-
gential to the highest suctess,  They are generally supplied with convenient,
well-furnished, and comfortable srhool edifices.  They are able to command
the gervices of educated, skillful, and permanent teachers. They possess
libraries, apparatus, and mwost of the other material aide to instroetion.
‘Their pradation, az a general rule, iz carefully adjusted to the successive
stages in the evolutlon of the human famltics, and the principle of a divison
of akilled labor suited to ench of thess stages is applied tothe work in hand,
In the depariment of administration there are boards of education and eff-
eient Buperintendents exercising a critical scrotiny into the minutest detaila
and infuging into the gchools all the energy and inspiration they are capable
of receiving. And what iz equally importent is the fact, that the deily presa
amd the popular lecture, acemsilile to the masses of the people, sre at hand to
lend their powerful aid in kecping alive that intelligent public sentiment zo
indispensable to the hearty rupport of all wise educational mensurea. Tt
may be uffirmed, in brief, that these great centevs of materiz) and intcllect-
ual activity are in most respects surrounded with the best known condilions
of snecesa in the promotion of universsl education. While therefore, im-.-
provements In dittaily are yot possible in the vities, the most. satisfactory re-
stalts may in due time be reasonably expected.  Among these improvements
that arc pﬂaﬂihle, none s more hnperatively demanded than o better method
of sclecting the boards of education, with special refercnes to a marked Im-
provement in their average charseter, and in the motives and methods of
their getion.  Men and women of ealture and refincment, such glome ag are
worthy to git in the chair of destiny in the American public shool will not
long consent to be made the foot-balls of sordid schemers and ward politi-
ciana, That sclf-respect which is & leading ingredient in true manhood and
womanheod will compel them to abandon a work whose promoters, society -
ghould ever hold in the highest esteem.

But while our ¢ities are the chief centers of population, they yet containg
in the aggregate, but & small proportion of the masses of the people. The -
predominant class, so far us numbers are concerned, iz the industrial, and.
especially the ugricultural class, The country neighborboods comprise tha-
vast majority of those who wield the ballot, and who held in their hands.
the destinies of the republic,  How important, then, that to them should be-
secured the priceloss blessings of a thorough Lraining, & wise and generous.
edueation befltting their condition and their weighty responsibilities,

In striking contrast however, with the spectacle presented by the cities
are the conditions of the edacational problem samong the rursl population,
Only a brief summary of these conditions, with a few of the more prominent
evils resulting therefrom, and two or three suggestions hinting at am iw-



