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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

FI‘HIS book has been received with sueh favor by the

medical profession that the first edition, published in
1913, was quickly exhausted, We have deeided to reprint
it, notwithstanding the material diffienlties which can well
be imagined. We have taken this opportunity to modify
gome chapters and to add new omes, dealing with the
measurement of eardiae hypertrophy by finding the index
of depth, with the diagnosis of pulmonary and tricuspid
insufficiency, and finally the localizalion of projectiles of
war in the heart and the pericardium. We have tried to
keep in thiz work the practical value which physicians
have recognized in the first edition and more especially
for those who, having the task of drawingup the** dossiers
de réforme’ for soldiers afflicted with eardiae affections,
wished to add to the indieations of eurrent semeiology
the more precise indieations of radiological methods,

February, 19145,






PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

HE semeiclogy of the cardio-vascular system has

been considerably enriched by adding graphic record-
ing and radiology to the old methods of examination, such
a8 percussion, palpation, and auscultation.

Graphic recording has enabled ns to analyze with pre-
cision the mechanism of the eardiac rhythm, to distin-
guish its different anomalies, and to refer to arhythmic
actiona their place in diagnosis and prognosis of diseases
of the heart so important and long misnnderstood.

More recently radiclogy has come to take a place heside
graphie recording, the importance of which i3 continually
inereasing.

At the end of the last century it was not believed that
the field of roentgenological exploretion would ever pass
beyond the domain of surgery. If we considered radiog-
raphy perfectly capable of determining the exact lesion
in the bones, we thought, on the other hand, that it was of
doubtful value in the examination of fhe internsl organs.
To determine the relation of the lungs and the heart in
the different pathological conditions, to judge the state
of the pulmenary paremchyma, to give a rough estimate
rather than a measurement of the volume of the heart,
was all that we then axpected of radiography. It did not
seem that it could ever accomplish more.

Progress of inestimable value hag been made in precise
radiology which enables us to obtain normal images of
the heart according to the plane of projection or, to state
it better, the exnet configeration and the true contonrs of
that organ. In the pathologiesl state this confignration
and these contours undergo variable modifieations, but
in direet relation to organie alterations of the heart. It
follows, then, that we have a right to diagnose the lesion
with which the hearf is affected, upon a simple examina-
tion of its exterior sspect. This notion, well established



