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PREFACE.

Tam little work. ie- intended to facilitate the acquire-
ment of the prineipal idioms of the French language. It
is divided into fifty practical lessons, each lesson contain-
i

ng: Two important idiomatic verbs or sentences.

2. The analysis of the same, explaining their construc-
tion, use, and translation into English.

8. Ten additional idiomatic expressions, formed with
the leading words of the two idioms previously analyzed.

4. The anslysis of these additional idioms, whenever
the meaning is ambiguouns.

5. A “reading” exercise of fifteen to twauty French
idiomatic sentences, based on ten of the idioms of the
lesson. .

8. A “composition” exervise of ten English sentences,
calling for the two leading idioms of the lesson, to trans-
late the same into French.

7. A “conversation” exercise in French, with full
suggestions—also in French—for idiomatic conversation. -

It will be noticed, according to what is stated above,
that this work contains s Aundred French idioms, all of
which are in common use; and that the way in which they
are presented differs in every respect from the works here-
tofore published on this most important and difficult por-
tion of the study of the French language.



4 PREFACE,

Tt is the author’s belief that this little book will prove
very helpful to those who desire to become familiar with
the idiomatic expressions ocewrring so often in modern
French literature and in the language of every-day life.

Shonld this work be used with students who have
already a fair ability to converse in French, it will be
found very profitable to conduet the recitations in French,
uping the idioms not only in the forms in which they
ocenr in the lessons, but in as many different forms as
time will allow.

‘We would respectfully advise teachers to insist upon a
thorough knowledge of the verbs of the langusge; and, in
this connection, we take the liberty to call their attention
to our “ Treatise on the French Verbs,” which, as experi-
ence has proved, will enable the student to master all the
verbs of the language in a very short time, and with much
less difficulty than is usually experienced when endeavor-
ing to memorize the same in any regular “course” or
% grammar,”

I take pleasure in offering here my hearty thanks to
my friend and colleague, Professor P. R. B. De Pont, for
the valuable help he has given me in the preparation of
this work, many additions and corrections being due to
his scholarly eriticisms.

AvrFrep Hexsequmv.
Usrversrry oF Micmigax, Aws Axeom 1881,
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