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@The fHirmocp of my Fatbex,

DOCTOR JOSHUA GREEN,
OF OROTON,
WHO WAS, DURIKG HALF A CENTURY, A MEMBER OPF THE
Wassachusetis Plebirnl Hociely,

AFRD FOE MANY TEARE ONE OF ITE COUNCILLOEE,

THIS ADDRESS I8 INSCEIEBED, WITH TFILIAL FIETY,

.

By THE WRITER.



Thin edition of the Address was printed before ifa
delivery, for the conventence of the wriler ; portions of i,
however, were necesvarily omitted in the reading.

The Massachusetis Medical Socicty is in o way
regponsible for the epinions it containg.



CENTENNIAL ADDRESS,

L

Tue Massacauserrs Mepican Sociery is sbout to
enter upon the second century of its existence. Fol-
lowing the customs of this centennial period, it proposes
to celebrate the anniversary of its origin by the story of
jts life. It was born in troublous times ; and its found-
ers were still engaged more or less actively iu a political
struggle which even to-day, by reflex action, is exerting a
powerful influence on the events of the world. 1t was
during the War for Independence that the physicians
and surgeons of this Commonwenlth were led to feel
the need of some association in order to encourage pro-
fessional studies. A new field was then opened for
medical investigations, and the workers were eager to
cultivate it. At ne previous time had so many medical
men of the State been brought into close relations with
one another, orin contact with their brethren from other
States; and this intercourse necessarily stimulated in-
quiry and discussion. and produced a community of pro-
fessional feeling, such as had never before existed. In
union there is strength; this was true in war, and it was
true in peace. They saw that better results were accom-
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plished by concerted action than by individual effort;
and they were then ready to associate themselves to-
gether for the purpose of improving the practice of
medicine and raising the standard of its study. Itisa
singular fact in the social economy of affuirs, that some
of the oldest and most learned scientific associations,
both in this country and in Europe, have been formed
during the clash of arms and the din of war; and this
Bociety is no exception. Nothing happens in this world
by chance, though oftentimes it may be difficalt to dis-
cover the law which underlies a principle.

The Massachnsetts Medical Society was incorporated
on November 1, 1781, and its charter was signed by
Samuel Adams, as president of the Senate, and by John
Huncock, as governor of the Commonwealth. These
names snggest Revolutionary times apd smack of patri-
otism. It will be noted that the centennial anniversary

of the birth of the Society does not occur for some

months te come; but it iz fair to assume that the pre-
liminary preparation for its organization covers this
interval. In the presence of this audience it need not be
said that a period of gestation always precedes a birth ;
and without attempting to fix the limit of this period I
shall assume that jt is now a century since the concep-
tien of the Society teok place in the brains of its
founders.

There had been before this time a medical society in
Boston, which was the first one formed in America. It
appears to have been in existence as early as the year
1735, though it did not continue long. Tts records are
irretrievably lost, and all that is koown sabout it is
gathered from fragmentary sources., It is very likely
that it included in its list of members some of the min-
isters, as they were interested in the study and practice



