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The long years come and go,

And the Past,
The sortowful splendid Past,
With its glory and its woe,
Seems never to bave been.

Seems never to have been!
O somber days and grand,
How ye crowd back once more,
Sesing our heroes graves are green
By the Potomae, and the Cumberland
And in the valley of the Shenandoah !

When we remember how they died,
In dark ravine and on the mountain side,
In leaguered fort and fire-encircled town,
And where the irom ships went down.
How their dear lives were spent
In the weary hospital tent,
In the cockpit's crowded hive,
— it seems
Ignable to be alive(

THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH.
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PREFACE.

In commencing the attempt to portray a very remarkable
career I had hoped for the coiperation of the person eon-
cerned so far, at least, as the supervision of any statements
I might find it necessary to make, PBot it was decided by
her friends that it would not be well for her at present to
be troubled with new projects, or even informed of them.
It was at first a serions disappointment to me and seemed
to increase my difficulties, but as 1 was allowed access to
sources of family information I have been enabled to pre-
sent a skerch, slight and inadequate, but authentic, and
greatly desired by many distant friends. With continued
improvement in health I trust that the wishes of Miss Car-
roll’s friends may be better met by an autohiography tak-
ing the place of the present meager and imperfect sketeh,

[t should be at once understood that this is sef a plea for
Miss Carroll.

Her work has but to be fairly presented to speak for itself,

Her claim was settled once and forever by the evidence
given before the first Military Committes of 1871, met to
consider the claim, and reporting, through Senator How-
ard, unanimously endorsing every fact.  The Assistant Sec-
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VI PREFACE.

retary of War, Thomas A. Scott, the Chairman of the
Committee for the Conduct of the War, Benjamin F, Wade,
and Judge Evans, of Texas, testifying in 2 manner that
was conclusive, These men knew what they were talking
about and human testimony could no farther go.  Congress,
through its committess, has again and again endorsed the
claim, and never dented it, being **adverse’’ only to award
as involving national recoguition,

Our great generals have left us one by one without ever
antagonizing the claim, and General Grant advised Miss
Carroll to continue to push her claim for recognition.

But this work 15 to be considered rather in the light of
an historical research bearing on questions of the day.

Are pur present laws and costoms just toward women ¢
Are women ever preéminently fitted for high offices in the
State? Is it for our honor and advantage when so fitted to
avail ourselves of the wheole united intelfect and moral
power of men and women side by side in peril and in duty?
Such a life as this gives to all these questions the anthorita-
tive answer of established facts.

New York, Agril 2r0, r8pr.  (Summer address, Law-

rence, Long Island, N. ¥.)

Miss Carrell's address is 931 New Hampshire Avenue,
Washington, I, C.



