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PREFACE.

To THE READERS OF THIE BOOK. The snthor of
these pages would say, thet not until recently were
they contemplated, and this only by ihe desire of
friends, who urgently requested that something of
the kind be written by me.

Ag I had kept no journsl of my life-experience, I
have had to depend wpon my memory in giving this
narrative. 1 bave given only a glimpse of the way
along down to the present time.

The goodness of God hes been manifested during
all my life, and I wish it might have been more set
forth in these pages. This 1 bave attempted to
show : the special care that God has for thore who
troet him, and do his will. Alpo the regard he has
for the secomplishment of his word, and the keeping
of his promises.

In sending forth this imperfeet sketeh of my
lengthened life, my prayer is that it may be for the
glory of God and the strengthening and comforting
of ali who read these pages.

Chalaea, Noss.

L. BoUIELLE.
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Books have their influence, and therefore leave
their impress on the homao miod, BSome have a
very debasing effect; others elevate and reflne.
The lives of gnod men have a vory heslthy infuence
apon society, hence s record of the incidents and
avents of their lives wherein God hath wrought
gracionely with them is valuable to preserve. The
wise man saith, **The memory of the just ia blessed.”

Who doen not feel thet he is made better by read-
ing the lives of great and good men? When Paul
wrote to the Hebrew church he related some of the
wonderful eventa in the lives of the suffering saints
of God. When the king of Israel was bolding eon-
verse with the servant of the propbet Elisha, he
desired him to tell him all the great things that
“Elisha did.” So like the king when we hear of
men of eminent pilety we desire to know something
of their religious experience.

More than s quarter of & ceotury baa passed since
I became aoqualoted with the nuthor of this narra-
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tive, and onr frequent interviews and correspondence
have been eo pleasant, that I have often thought a
brief narrative of his life and religions experience
written by himeelf, together with manyof his ex-
cellent articles published in yenrs past, might make
& book which would be both interesting and profitable
to the religious body with which he bae long been
connected, as well as his numerous friends.

A few montha ago I enggeeted to bim I shonld be
' pleased to bave such a book to place in my library.
The thought strosk bim at firet wnfavorably at the
advanced age of hie life, the task seeming too mach
for him to undertake; but, upon more mature re-
flection he comsented to vndertake the work, snd
now this little volume is complefed and eent forth
to greet the thonsande of his friends snd acquaing=
snces with whom heé hes mingled in years past, and
to whom he hee faithfully preached the unsearchable
riches of Chrigt, and heralded the speedy sdvent of
the Messiah. '

In conelusion, I would say, I hope thia little book
will find a hearty welcome among the household of
faith, cheering, comforting and instructing, like its
nuthor during his minstry of the word of God among

his fellowmen.
W. H. MIiroHEBLL.

Kennebunk, Maing, Nov. §iv, J890,
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