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HUDSON TERCENTENARY

Let us turn back the pages of history and take
a cursory view of what gave the wonderful stim-
ulus to maritime adventure; and what so long
delayed the discovery of the western world by the\"
Euaropeans,

Civilized mankind scarcely secures the neces-
saries of life before the desire for the luzuries
Bprings up and is cherished.

For untold centuries all of eastern Asia forbade
the entrance of foreigners into its territories. To
Europeans it was an unknown land.

In the year 326 B. C. Alexander the Great
marched his conquering Macedonian legions
against the myriads of Asiatic troops, subdued
them and marched on to the Hindus, where he
“* improvised a fleet '’ for his army, sailed down
that river, called Sacred, to the Indian ocean.
Astonished at the wealth of the country and hav-
ing amassed precious gems and hundreds of
millions of dollars he returned loaded with his
treasures up the Euphrates, to that most wonder-
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ful city of ancient times, Babylon, where he died.
He opened the western doors of India, which
exposed its great wealth, excited the avarice of
the small nomber of Greeks who knew of his
exploits; and for centuries it was the Europeans’
Eldorado, which ultimately, by its luxury and
effeminacy, undermined western manhood and led
to the decay of (ireece and Rome.

Asia, beyond the BEuphrates, except by a few,
was an unknown country to Europeans until
Marco Polo in 1271 A. D, in the company of his
father and uncle, met Kublai Khan, the Mongol
Emperor, won his confidence and esteem and by
him was entrusted with the most important mis-
gions. During the seventeen years he remained
he visited the most important places in China,
India and the Fast Indies, and returned to Italy
loaded with the rarest, most precious gems and
immense wealth, published a book telling his
experience and picturing the East in the most
roseate colors, generally emanating from faney,
but in this case resting upon facts of which he
was able to furnish satisfactory proof.

The fact established that India—the East
Indies had the gold, silver, precious gems and
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stones, ebony, ivory, cloves, cinnamon, cassia,
spices and the most beantiful and costly fabrics,
articles not obtainable elsewhere and the great
desiderata of the BEuropeans, the question arose
as to how they could the most easily, quickly and
cheaply be obtained. They could, without much
difficulty, find their way to the Indian ocean, but
the transportation thence to Hurope must be by
‘“ the ship of the desert,’”’ the camel, across the
Arabian desert and the Isthmus of Suez, ** the
bridge of nations ’’ to the Mediterranean or by a
more northerly route through the Caspian and
Black seas. Caravans must be formed by the
merchants and armed troops to protect them
against the robbers. The land route by the cara-
vans was slow and very expensive, and the hope
was cherished that an all-water route might be
found which would not only shorten the time, but
greatly lessen the expense of transportation. For
a considerable time the Pheenicians, occupying a
little skirt of land on the eastern end of the
Mediterranean, and the first distinetly commereial
nation in the world’s history, virtmally monopo-
lized this land transportation ; and then distributed
the articles along the shore of the Mediterranean,
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where they had planted colonies clear up to the
Pillars of Hercules. But Venice and Genoa, rival
and wealthy cities of Italy, with fine harbors on
this inland sea, sought the India trade, supplanted
Pheenicia and became greatly enriched by it. The
great desideratum-—an all-water route from west-
ern Europe to the Indies — had not yet been found,
but after the Ttalian cities had enjoyed, monopo-
lized the t{rade with India for a period of 150
years, another little skirt of land on the west end
of the Mediterranean and on the Atlantic ocean,
Portugal, bronght about a complete change in the
transportation which deprived Venice and Genoa
of that business,

Henry, Prince of Portugal, surnamed the Navi-
gator, far in advance of his time in geographical
knowledge and in. the science of navigation, intro-
duced the compass and the astrolabe, which he
furnished with nauntical maps and other guides for
his mariners, whom he inspired to sail along the
western coast of Africa and double the Cape of
Good Hope. This, Bartholomew Diaz, a Portu-
guese navigator, did in 1486, and then it seemed
certain that an all-water route from western
Europe to India had been found, but it was not
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an accomplished fact until Vaseo da Gama, a
Portugnese navigator, availing himself of Diaz’s
discovery of 1486, made a voyage in 1497 from
Lisbon to Calicut (not Calentta) in southwestern
India.

Henry “* the Navigator '’ was the father of what
may he called ocean, in contradistinetion to coast,
navigation, scientific, instead of chance navigation,
althongh he died before the Cape of Good Hope
had been doubled. After Diaz had doubled the
Cape of Good Hope in 1486, the furor of every
mariner was to point the prow of his vessel
toward India to share in its precious gems, its
beautiful and costly fabrics, articles of lozury,
and its great wealth. The India fever seized all
the maritime nations of Europe, Portugal, Spain,
France, the Netherlands, England, Sweden and
Denmark, Christopher Columbus in 1492 sought,
and thought he had found India by sailing west-
ward. Then Rodrigo Lenzoli Borgia, a Spaniard,
and the Pope, under the {itle of Alexander VI,
assuming to be vice-gerent of the world, made a
division of all the newly-discovered, or subse-
quently to be discovered, heathen lands between
the two great Catholic powers, Spain and Portu-



