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THE MARQUESS OF DALHOUSTE
AND HIS WORK IN INDIA

CHAFTER I
THE ARG UMENT

Tuk leading idea in thesc volumes iz to present
a series of histovienl velrospects rather than of
persoual biographies. Each little book takes sowe
conspicuons epoch in the making of India. and,
under the name of its principal personage, sets
forth the problems which he had to encounter, the
work which ke achicved, and (he influemess which
Le left bohind, Thus the vise and eulmination of
the Mughal Empire will be briefly sketeled under
the title of Akbar; its deesy uander that of
Aurangzeh.  The voluse en Dupleix will sum up
the strugele of the BEurepsan natioms [or India,
bofore the ascendeney of the Pritish. The present
volume on Dalhousie exhibite the final develop-
ments of the East India Company's rule.

At the beginmng of the century, the Marguess
of Wellesley, o king of men, organised British India
on the basis upen which il rested from 1798 to
1848, But during those fifty years, as we shall see,



10 DALHOUSIES WORK IN INDIA

the old fabrie gradually wore out and its props
began to give way. In 1848 ancother strong ruler
came out from England to Indis, and laid afresh
the foundations of the British Power—the founda-
tions whieh, notwithstanding striking changes in
the politieal eontrol and administration, subsist to
this day. It iz with the work of this second builder
of the temple of British Rule in India that the
following pages deal.  Lord Dalhousie’s administra-
tion 1s now sutheiently removed from us to permit
of ealm lizstorieal treatiment. Yot ifs consequences
have so directly produced the India of to-day, as to
give to hie mensures an almost contemporary in-
tercst. When the master-band was removed, those
measures had their reaction in the Muatiny, But
the Mutiny of 1857 passed away in its turn, and
left the permanent results of Lord Dalhounsie's
administration to develope themselves, The present
foreign pelicy of India, the present internal pro-
Llems of Indig, the new Industrial Eva in India,
are alike lecacies of his role.

For Lord Dalhousie did three things in India.
He extended its frontiers, so as to bring them into
inevitable although indireet contact with a preat
Eurepean nation on the one eide, and with an
aneient Asiatic power on the other. He at the
sge time econsolidated the East Indin Company's
mternal possessions and the intervening Feuda-
tory States, into the true beginnings of a united



