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PREFACE.

Taig sketch of Shelley's life was written in the
summer of 1878, Since then Professor Dowden's
Life of Pevey Busshe Shelloy (2 vols, Kegan Taul,
Trench, and Co., 1386) has been given to the world
In that exhaustive work mauy Loporiant docnments
belonginy to the poet’s heira have been freely used
for the firat time.  Prefessor Dowden has thus been
able to elucidate some hitherto obscure points in
Shelley's history, and to seltle several donbitful
questionz, 1t 19 not probable that much more will
be added in the future 1o our knowledge of his life

Upon  the appearanee of  'rofessor Dowden's
biography, T was anxious to rewrite those portioms
of my book which required modifieation by the
light of aunthentic pupers now at lenoth comwuni-
cated to the public. My references to the Shelley
archives (pp. 81 and B3) in partiontar required
covrection.

This, however, would have involved 4 dispropor-
tionate deranwement of the stercotype plates, 1 ang
therefore ollized to content imyselt with wminor
alterations,  These aee of three kiuds.  Tno the
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present volome [ have introduced such verbal
changes as could be made upon the plates. I have
also enclosed some passages in brackets, indicating
therghy that T shonld prefer to omit these altogether.
Finally, I have recost the parrative of Shelley's
separation from his fivst wile (pp. 79-83), and have
placed this in an Appendix, to which I earnestly
call the attertion of mny readers
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