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PREFACE

Last term T had to rvead with my form the Fourth Book
of Thueydides as one of the subjects set by an Examining
loard, It was some time since | had read this part of
the History, aud, as commonly happens in re-reading a
corrupt author, I found a pood many of the difficulties
ditficultics no longer,

If & headimaster has seldom time to prepare the books
whicl he has to vead with his hoys, yet it is perhaps as
sood as preparing them to have the chance of watching
other minds at work upon them, and hearing every now
and then very shrewd and fresh oriticisms upon the con-
ventional comunents which form the main pat of the
common annotations to Gresk and Latin anthors.  Then
there is dircct stimmlus in the feeling that of things
tanght in school there can be fow more profitalle to a
boy than the training in intellectual honesty which he
gets from Leing compelled to face the cobstacles of one
kind and another constantly presented by texts that
have been transmitted among visks of all sorts thromgh
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little short of two thousand years. If the words In any
passaze mean as Latin or Greek one thing in themselves,
while the context requires them to mean another, it will
never do to let the difference pass, as in private reading
there might be some danger of doing. A rider on a
well-trained horse may often unconsciously avoid a fence
or ditel, whereas he will put a colt at every barrier and
not be satisfied till it Las cleaved it.  Thus some part of
this book is almost as much my boys’ work as my ewn.

At the same time they are scarcely responsible for
vne feature of this edition which will perhaps strike some
scholars as not only novel but unealled for; and this [
shall take entirely upon myself,

Lot me explain how I came to believe that the text
of Thucydides requires so often the remeldy of excision.

For some time back I have spent snch little time ag
is left from school work in trying to make way with an
ailition of Arvistophanes. The foundation of any edition
of that author that is likely to add to omr knowledue
st in my judgment be laid i a thorough study of the
whaole body of so-called scholin,  Now any one who has
tried to put these “scholin in ovder—it is neither easy
nor pleasant to carry the purpose through— will soon
recognise two things ; fivst, that it is quite possible for
editor after editor both to use and priut as iotellizible
much that does not wdmit either of translating or under-
standing ; and secondly, that in these  scholin" i any-
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where, are to be found admirable material for a study of
the unconscious and, so to say, mechanieal interpolation
of ancient texts,

Accordingly, 1 would ask auybody whe is inclined to
quarrel with the general principle of exeision as illustrated
in this book to withhold his opinion until he has gone
through the weary mporapackew of attempting to solve
the many problems raised by o great corpus of “ scholin ™
sieh as those on Avistophanes. By so doing e will
leary, on the one hand, not to draw frove the fact that
i hundred editors have printed a thing as sense the
necessary conclusion that it is sense; and, on the other,
to becomwe so familiar with the look and habits of the
ancient annotators, Alexandrine, Nomano-Greek, md
iyzantine, ns to be able with comparntive certninty to
recognise them even in the guise of their betters,

It is a pity that scholirs have so often Jdecried the
“geholin,” and denied their claims to be considered ;
or their value as a means of detectine one serious
kind of corruption in ancient texts would have been
acknowledged long ago.  Nor would the advantage to
eriticism have ended lhere.  Not a little of the distrust
with which textual eriticism is viewed by men who lean
rather to the liternry than the scientific side of scholur-
ship, is due to the frequency with which critics have
Lrought the resources of their art to emend passages
which eould only be curcd by excision. TFor here they



