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attempt [ make, there comes the painful conscious-
tess that 1 have not yet attained. Twenty years ago,
I thought I could preach a little, and flattered my-
self that T knew something about Homiletics, Now
I feel that I am but a beginner, and the thought of
addressiyg you vpon such a subject fills me with dis-
may.  Still we may get on well together, if only voo
will consent to regard me as a fellow-student, or
at least as an elder brother, striving with you after
the same end, and speaking to you out of the full-
ness of his heart, that he may wam you to avoeid the
mistakes which he has made, and stimulate vou to
aim after that cfficiency on which his own heart is
set.

The nature of this Lecturcship requires that he
whe holds it, for the time, should deal with the sub-
juet, as illustrated by his own experience. It may
be well, therefore, in the outset, that 1 should men-
tion one or two cautions which neced to be kept in
mind by you, while we are proceeding with our ad-
drusacs,

In the first place, it must be fully understond by
yau, that no one can begin precisely at that point at
which another has arrived only after long years of
persevering effort.  The zon of the merchant entering
upon the possession of his father's fortune. may com-
mence houwsckeeping on the same scale as his parents,
But, even then, it has been generally seen that he is
deficient in these gualitics of character which were
most distinctive in his futher, and which in him were
formed by the struggle through which he wrestled up



