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PREFACE.

THE Vicar of Wakefield war firf pudlifbed in
March, 1766, by Francis Newbery, of Paternoffer
Row, mephesa to Tobn Newwbery, “the philantbropic book-
feller in 8t Paul's churchyard”  There are feveral con-
temporary accounts of the circumfances conneded with its
entry into the world, each differing from the refl, though
rather in details than in effntiak,  The earlief? of thefe
in point of date is fo be found in the volume publibed by
Mrs. Piozzi in 1786, under the title sf Anecdotes of the
late Samuel Johnfon, LL.D., during the lait Twenty
Years of his Life [i.c. from 1764 to 1784.] For rbe
greater part of this perisd M. Piexzi war the wife of
Fobujon's friend Thrale. At pp. 11g-20 fbe fays :—

“ I bave forgotten the year, but it conld frarcely 1
think é¢ later than 1765 or 1766, that be [ Jokbnjon]
war called abruptly from our boufe after dinner, and re-
turming in about three bours, faid, be bad becn swith an
enraged author, whoje landlady preffed Bim fir paymeat
within doors, while the bailliflc dejer Bim without ; that
he war drinking bimElf drunk witk Madeira to droser
care, and fretting over g novel whick when finiibed was
te be bis whole firtune; but be could mot ger it done for
diffralion, mor could be fFep our of doors to offer it te
lale. Mr, Fobnfon therefore fer away the bottle, and
wens t2 the boskfeller, recommending the performance,



