GENERAL VIEW OF
THE POLITICAL
HISTORY OF EUROPE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649592227

General View of the Political History of Europe by Ernest Lavisse & Charles Gross

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ERNEST LAVISSE & CHARLES GROSS

GENERAL VIEW OF
THE POLITICAL
HISTORY OF EUROPE

ﬁTrieste






GENERAL VIEW

POLITICAL HISTORY OF EUROPE






GENERAL VIEW

POLITICAL HISTORY OF EUROPE

ERNEST LAVISSE

TRANBLATED WITH THE AUTHOR'S SANQTION BY

(HABRLES GROS3, Po.D.
DNETEUCTGE [N HIFFORY, HABTARD UNIVESSFYT

NEW YORK

LONGMANS, GREEN, AND CO.
LONDON AND BOMBAY

1897



HAaRWVARD
UMIVERSITY
LIBRARY
ey 2 jehd

Corvrrgmr, 181, av
OOARLES GROGA

AR rights resreal

Fmsr Evmmon, Keveuoes, 1881
EBermiwres, Ocroses, 1907



TRANSLATUR'S PREFACE.

TaE title of Professor Lavisse's work is Vue
Générale de U'Histoire Politigue de T Furope.
(Third edition. Paris: Armand Colin & Co. 1880.)
While giving the essential facts of universal his-
tory, he aims, above all, to desecribe the formation
and political development of the states of Europe,
and to indicate the historical canses of their pres-
ent condition and mutual relations. In other
words, he shows how the existing political divi-
sions of Europe, with their peculiar tendencies,
were created. To accomplish this, it was neces.
sary to begin with the history of Greece and
Rome, which played an important part in Europe
long after their death; then, to show the potent
influence of the Holy Roman Empire and of the
Papacy in the Middle Ages; next, to point out
how these two great ideal powers were superseded
by modern Europe, an organic entity composed of
various states, new and old, most of which were
dominated by the monarchical idea; and, finally,
how, iu the nineteenth century, the new priunciple



n Translator's Preface.

of nationality and the power of the people have
supplanted the old monarchical element. The
ability of Professor Lavisse to compress the es-
sence of a great event or sequence of events into a
few comprehensive and exprossive sentences, has
enabled him to accomplish his difficult task with
signal success. At any rate, this is the opinion of
the Translator, and hence he believes that the
work will prove useful to general readers, as well
a3 to college students, in America and England.

The Translator has attempted to adhere as closely
to the original as the English idiom permits. He
has, however, taken the liberty to divide the work
into chapters and sections, and to make some
slight changes in the titles of the sections; he has
also added an Index.

He desires to express his thanks to the friends
who have kindly aided him with suggestions,
especially to Professor A. B. Hart, of Harvard
College, and Professor A. G. Canfield, of Kansas
State University.

Caverimen, Mass
October 1, 1891,



AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

WaEN a writer presents to the public a General
View of the Political History of Europe,* he ex-
poses himself to the reproach of having under-
taken too much, We know, at the present day,
the trouble and care that are necessary to establish
the truth of a single fact. How, then, can any-
one aspire to deul with the great mass of faets
that make up the political history of Europe!

The historians who, nevertheless, venture to
treat such subjects, can say in their defence that
if the details are often doubtful, the leading facts
are not. We donot know with complets certainty
the inner motives of Luther's revolt, and there are
obscurities in the history of the battle of Waterloo;
but it 18 certain that Luther revolted, and that the
battle of Waterloo was lost by Napoleon. Now

® The ides of this volume wns suggested to me by » preface which I
wrote in 1880 for the tranelation of ome of Mr. Freeman's books (His-
torieal Geography of Earope, by Edwerd A. Froemsn, translated by
Mr. Gustave Lafévre, under the title, Hisleire Géndrale da I Burope par
L Géographls Folitigue, Paria: Armand Colin & Co.). Tt seemed to
me that it might be usefnl toexpand this first nndertaking into s book,



