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INTRODTOGTION.

Tee introduction of Methodism into New Eng-
land was an epoch in ite religious history, the
results of which we are znable, at present, fully
to estimate. The facts and incidents of its early
history are deeply interesting, but exceedingly frag-
mentary, tequiring no hittle amouni of labor to
collect and arrange in chronological order.

The preparation of this work was commenced at
the request of the " Providence District Preacher’s
Meeting,” while the writer was pastor of Chestnut
Street Church, and wos intended, originally, to be
confined to that church. DBut it was thought best,
subsequently, to extend the work and include a brief
history of the other Methodist chmrches in the city.
We heve done this as best we could, with the
materials at our command.

‘We have encountered, in the preparation of this
little volume, great difficalties in fixing the dates
of events in the early history of Methodiem in this
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city. We may not have suceeeded in every case;
but if there has been any mistake, it has resulted
from the impossibility of securing the desired in-
formation. Our materials have been collected from
& great variety of published and unpublished docu-
ments, a3 well as from the lips and pens of many
gtill living. We are undor many obligations to Rev.
S. Reed, Rev. J. Livesey, Reov. J. D. Butler, Rev.
B. W. Allen, Rev, D. H. Ela, Rev. ¥. A. Cooper,
Mrs. Rev. 8, Heath, Rev. 5. W. Coggeshall, D.D.,
Hon. Elisha Dyer, Daniel Field, Esg., (late de-
ceased) and othere, for valuable information. We
have made the best use we were ahle of the ma-
terials at our dispossl, and hope the result may not
be entirely unsatiafactory to the reader. -
W. McDONALD.
BosTton, 1888,



HISTORY

OF THE

CHESTNUT STREET CHURCH.

RE¥. FREEBOEH GARRETTHON,

THE firai Methodist preacher to visit and preach in
Providence, was Rev, Frechorn Garrettzon, a native
of Maryland ; born August 15, 1752, e was edu-
cated in the faith of the Church of England, but
under the searching preaching of Rev. Mr. Straw-
bridge, a Local Methodiat preacher from Iveland, he
was decply awakened, snd in June, 1775, wae born
again. "The blessed change,” be aays, "I shall
never forget.”

GARBETTIOX FREER HIB SLAVES.

By the death of his father he became, without his
consent, a alaveholder. For s time his mind was,
from some canse to him unknown, deeply dejected.
He sought relief in prayer. One evening, about
eight o’clock, he called the family together for prayer.
" As I stood,” he says, "with a bopk in my hand, in
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the act of giving out & hymn, this thought powerfully
struck my mind : "It is not right to keep your fellow
creatures in bondage ; you must let the oppressed go
free.’ 1 knew it to be that same blessed voice which
had spoken to me before. Till then I had never
suspected that the practice of elave keeping was
wrong ; I had not read a book on the subject, nor
been told so by any. I paused a minute and then
replied, *Lord, the oppreased shall go free.” And I
was ma clear of them in my mind s if T had never
ownod one. I told them they did not belong to me,
and that I did not desire their serviees withont com-
peneation, 1 was now at liberty to proceed in wor-
ship, After singing I kneeled to pray. Had I the
tongue of an angel, I could not fully deseribe what
I felt. All my dejection, and melancholy gloom
which preyed upon me vanished in a moment, and a
Divine sweetness ran through my whole frame,”
COMMENCES HIH ITIRERANT LABOE.

Mr. Garrettson commenced his itinerant labors the
same yoar of his conversion, and for nine years trav-
eled extensively throngh Maryland, Virgizia, North
and South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Delaware and
New Jersey. He preached with remarkable power,
which' drew upon him a storm of persecution. Few

-
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men suffered more than he. In a letter addressed to
Mr. Wesley, he says, ™ My lot has moetly been cast
in new places, to form circnits, which much exposed
me to Paraequﬁun. Onee T wan imprisoned ; twice
heaten, left on the highway speechless and eenseless ;
(I must have gone into a world of apirits, had not
God In mercy sent & good Samaritan, that hled and
took me to a friend’s house) ; onoe shot at ; guns and
pistols presented at my breast; once delivered from
an armed mob, in the dead time of night, on the
highway, by a surprising fash of lighiming; sur-
rounded freguently hy mohs; stoned frequently; I
have had to escape for my life ot dead time of night.
! shall T ever forget the divine hand which hos
supported me?"

GARRETTSON IN MOVA SCOTIA.

At the " Christmas Conference,” 1784, Mr. Gar-
rettson, through the influence of Dr. Coke, con-
sented to make o missionary tour into Nova Scotia,
and gather into the fold, if poseible, the shepherdless
sheep whom war had driven into those parts. About
the middle of February, in company with James (.
Cromwell, he embarked for Halifax, and after a
stormy and dangerous passage of thirteen days, they



