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INTRODUCTION.
THE YEAR'S WORK.

The past year in retrospection presents an even record of
faithful work and steady growth. The monthly meetings have
been held regularly; the papers have been of uniform interest,
many of them drawn from personal memory or from family
archives, showing that the Society has at last touched those vital
suthoritative sources in making connection with past history, a
consummation for which it has been patiently hoping and wait-
ing many years. Outstanding among the events to be recorded
with thanksgiving is the publication by the Society of a quarterky,
an undertaking that has been made possible by the gracious aet
of the Legislature, placing the official records of the Society in
the Department of State Public Printing. This relieves the
Society of a noticeable expense, while it insuires the regular pub-
lication of an aceumulation of documents of rare historical value
that have been Iving dead, as it were, in the Society’s archives
without hope of resurrection. A Committee of Publication, of
which the Hon. John Dymond is chairman, has prepared the
first number of the Quarterly, which will be placed in the hands
of the members before these pages are printed. Of the present
Annual, while no other introduction or recommendation other
than a cursory glance over its contents is necessary, the Seeretary
cannot forbear calling particular attention to the hitherto un-
published notes on ‘‘General Wilkinson's Memorial,” and
“‘Miro’s and Navarro's Dispatch, Ne. 13." Also, to the inter-
esting paper, “‘Some Forgotten Treks,’’ by Mr. Milner, 8 member
of the Society, whose comprehensive study of the old highways
of the couniry is a valuable contribution to the existing his-
torical and geographical data, concerning the development of
the Southern half of the North American continent.

The long and able repart of the Corresponding Secretary, st
the end of the volume, giving the facts and figures that serve as
the skeleton upon which the Soeciety's activities are monlded
makes any further comment unnecessary.

Grace Kivg, Secretary.

February, 1917.
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MEETING OF FEBRUARY, 1916.

The Louigians Historical Society held its regular meeting on
Wednesday evening, February 6, at the Cabildo.  All the officers
were present. The minutes of the previous meeting were read
by Miss King and approved by the Bociety.

Miss King then begged the attention of the Society for a few
minutes while she rgad the report of Mr. William Price, the
archivist, as to the work he had accomplished in the card index-
ing of the historical documents contained in the ‘‘black boxes,’
as they are familiarly designated, conﬁded by the State to the
eustody of the Bociety,

The report, an able and -:Omprehelm‘ve paper, was listened to
with the extreme interest that its importanee demanded. At its
close an informal discussion took place among the officers of the
Society, in which the discontinuance of this splendid work for
want of funds was deplored, and the hope was expressed by all
that the Society would not supinely submit to eireumstances in
g0 grave & matter, but make an effort to overcome them and
pursue this interrupted task, which seemed almost a sacred one
and is, beyond doubt, an imperative duty.

Mr. T. P. Thompson registered himself as unequiveeally in
favor of devoting the funds of the Bociety to such historical
work, rather than expending them on banquets, celebrations and
wonumental schemes that appealed, it is true, to popular taste,
but did not further the objeet for which the Society was founded.
His words were impressive and produced a marked effeet on the
members. :

Mr. Dymond proposed that the matter be put into the hands
of the Archives Committee, and that the report read by Miss
King should be printed in the fortheoming volume of the Soeciety.
The proposition was embodied in & resolution which was voted
upon and unanimously carried. ¢

Mr. Cusachs in & few happy words presented ﬂleewmto.f
the evening, the Rev, Father O’Brien, as 2 member of the Order
of Jesnits, which had contributed so nobly and heroically to the
history of his country, particularly that of Louisiana.

1 Nots, d in the A 1 for 1818,




