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PREFACE.

THE main facts related in this little book are
triue ; but some additional Incidents are intro-
duced to make the narrative more interesting.
Many English historfes have been consulted :
principally Tyrrell's and Rapin's; also Prince's
Worthies of Devon ; the Saxorn Chrouicle ;
Strutt's Sperss and Pastismes; the Story of
Corfe Castle, by the Right Hon, George Bankes,
&e

As the time of the reigns of Edgar and
Edward the Martyr was long before the art
of printing was invented, it is not surprising

that there should be some occasional discre-



viii Preface.
pancies between historians as to dates and
circumstances, For instance, one author says
that Ethelwold was privately married to Elfrida
before he spoke to Edgar about her at all, and
that he was afterwards re-married ; while others
szy that he was only betrothed

It is scarcely necessary to offer an apology
for the conversations being in modern English.
Had the characters spoken in the Anglo-
Saxon language of nine hundred years ago, a
fuller glossary would have been required than
is to be found accompanying Chaucer's poems,
The reader must therefore imagine the conver-
sations to have been already translated.

J. 8. W.

CLAPHAM COMMON,
Adwrid 1878
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CHAPTER 1L

#"1" the year A.D. 964, when King Edgar,

-

J % named the Peaceable, reigned over Eng-
" land, having quieted the Danes who for
the last hundred years and more had ravaged
the country, our story commences. On a
summer's evening in that year, two travellers
on horseback were wending their way over the
great . moor, now called Dartmoor, in hopes .of
reaching the hospitable castle belonging to the
Earl of Devonshire before nightfall. But they
couldnot pursue their way very quickly, owing
to.the rugged nature .of. the ground ; -and as-thes
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