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AUGSBURG CONFESSION.

Ary regularly constituted Lutheran Synods, condected with
the (ieneral Bynod, “*reseive and hold, with the Evangelical
Luotheran Church of our falhers, the word of Fod, a8 oontained
in the Canonical Beriptures of ihe O1d and New Testaokenis, as
the ondy tnfailible rube of faith and praciice, and (he dugeburg Con-
JSersion, o8 a correct exhibition of the fendemeniel doctriner of
ths Divine word, pnd af the faith of our Church founded upomr
thet word,”  Conetitution of the General Synod, as adopted in
1868 and 1869, Bee Ari. I, Bect. 'ﬂ

PART FIRST.
Aptiore I —Or Gon,

TR churches with one accord teach, that the decres
of the Council of Nice, concerning the unity of
the Divine essenee, and concerning the three persons, is
true, and ought to be eonfidently believed, viz: that
there is one Divine pssence, which is ealled and s God,
eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, infinite in power, wis-
dom, and goodness, the Creator and Preserver of all
things visible and invisible: and yet, that there are
3.



4 ATGEBURG CONFEBISION,.

three persons, who are of the same essence and power,
and are coeternal, tha Father, the Son, and the Holy
Bpirit. And the term person they use in the same
sense in which it is employed by ecclesiastical writera
on this subject: to signify, not a part or quality of
something else, but that which subsiata of itself,

They condemn all heresies, which have sprung up
against this article, such as that of the Manichsans,
who maintained the existence of two principles, an
evil and a good one.  Likewise the Valentiniane, Arians,
Eunomians, Mohammedans, and all such like. They
condemn alsp the earlier and later Bamosateans, who,
whilst they contend for the existence of oniy one Per-
gon, subtilely and impiously assert of the Word and
Holy Bpirit, that they are not distinet persons, but
that the Word signifies the vocal word, and the Spirit
the motion created in things.

Antione IIL—Or Originan 5w,

Our churches likewise teach, that since the fall of
Adam, all men who wre naturally engendered, are born
with sin, that is, without the fear of God or confidenca
towarda Him, and with sinful propensities: and that
this disease, or original sin, is truly ein, and still con-
demns and causes eternal death to those who are not
born again by baptism and the Holy Spirit.

They eondemn the Pelagians and others, who deny
that natural depravity is ein, and who, to the dispar-
agement of the glory of Christ's merits and benefita,
contendl that man may be justified before God by the
powers of his own reasomn.
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Arricne [IL.—Or reE Sox or Gobp anp His
MepiaToRIAL Worg,

They likewise teach, that the Word, that ie, the Sﬂl:l.\'ll
of GGod, assumed human nature, in the womb of the |
blesged Virgin Mary, so that there are two natures, |
buman and divine, ins bly united in unity of per.
son, one Christ, true God and true man, who was born
of the Virgin Mary; who truly suffered, was crucified,
died, and wus buried, that he might reconcile the
Father to us, and be o sacrifice not only for original
gin, but aleo for all actual sins of men. The sme
descended into B#ll and truly rose again the third day;’
then ascended to heaven, that he might ait at the right
hand of the Father, might refgn forever over all crea-
tures, and might eanctify those who believe in him, by
sending into their hearts the Holy Spirit, who may
govern, eongole, quicken, and defend them against the
devil and the power of sin. The eame Christ will
return again openly, that he may judge the living and
the dead, ete., according to the Apestles’ Creed, -

ArricLe IV. —Or JueTiFioaTion.

They in like manner teach, that men cannot be jus
tified before God by their own strength, merits, or
works; but that they are justified gratuitously for
Christ's sake, through fuith; when they believe, that
they are received into favor, and (hat their sins are
remitied for the sake of Christ, who made satisfaction



6 - AUGEETRG CONFPESAION.

for our transgressions .hy his death. This faith God
imputes for righteousnesa before him, (Rom. iii. and iv.)

Artiore V. —Or TEE MINIBTERIAL
OrrIoe.

In order that we may obtain this faith, the ministry
has been inatituted, for teaching the gospel, and ad-
miniztering the sacraments, For through the instru-
mentality of the word and saeraments, the Holy Spirit
is given, who, when and where it pleases Gaod, works
faith in those who hear the gospel, namely, that Cod,
for Chrizt's sake, and not oo account of any merit in
us, justifies those who believe that they are received
into fayor for Christ's sake.

They condemn the Anabaptists and others, who sup-
pose that the Holy Spirit is given to men by their own
preparations and works, withoot the extornal word,

Anriore VI, —Coworawing New OBEDIENCE.

They likewise teach, that this faith must bring forth
good fruita; and that it is our duty to perform those
good works, which God has commanded, becanse it ja
his will, and not in the expectation of thereby meriting
justification before him, ¥or, remission of sins and
justification are secursd by faith; as the declaration
of Christ testifiea: " When ve shall have done all thosa
things, say, we are unprofiteble servants.”

The same Lhing ja taught by the ancient ecclesias-.
tical writera: for Anibrose snys, * Thia has been ordained
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by God, that he who belioves in Christ shall be saved
without works, receiving remission of sins gratuitously
through faith alone.”

Asrrore VIIL—Or T2 CEUROH.

They likewise teach, that there will always be one
holy church. But the church is the congregation of
the saints, in which the gospel is correctly taught, and
the pacraments are properiy sadministered. And for
the true unity of the church, it is sufficient to agree
concerning the doctrines of the gospel, and the admin-
istration of the sacraments. Nor is it necessary that
the sgame human traditions, that s, rites and -ceremonies
instituted by men,should be everywhere observed. As

Paul says: “One faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of &ll,” ete.

Artrone VIII — Wrar taE Cavron Ia.

Although the church is properly & congregation of
eaint2 and true believers; vet as, in the present life,
many hypoerites and wicked men are mingled with
them, it is lawful for us alzo to receive the sacraments,
though administered by bad men, agreeably to the
‘declaration of our Baviour, *that the Beribes and
Pharisees sit in Moses’ geat,” ete. And on aceount of
the appointment and command of Christ, both the word
end sacramenta are efflcacions, even when administered
by wicked men.

They condemn the Donatists and such like, who
denied that it is lawful to make use of the ministry of



