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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

—— il

Tax following pages are reprinted here without material altera-
tione from the Firet Fdition, The tima which has elapsed
since their composition was too short for getting any fresh
views abont the questions considernd in them. They evoked
ne criticisms worthy of notice, when firest published singly
in the Leipate weekly Jowrnal, Liferedure, edited Ty TFaul
Wialicenus ; and the firat collected publication of them, con-
gisting of two thousand copies, was bought up within eight
weeks,  Accordingly, thers has not been any interval long
emough to enable me to give an aoewer to some of the more
important rejoinders, by iesuing a fresh Edition with elucida-
tions and edditions. Mome political and ecclesinstical Journals
hastemed to erificise the Fivet Edition, but failed to bring any
weightier arpuments forward.: Most of my critics drew a close
parallel between my little book and Btrauss’s The Old Faith
and fhe New. I, for my part, cannot complain of this
parallel which writers of the most varions standpoints pug
into prominence, nor of the eensure aceraing to me from the
comparison with Stranss,

Indeed, I have diligently refrained from etrengthening, with
my voice, the chorus of hostile eritics and of pamphletears who
have attacked the farewell volume of Btrauss. I heve con-
tented myself with pointing out that Strauss’s fundamental
principles must make us clas=s ]:.L'IIh among Liberal Protestants,.
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For Birauss as & critie and a8 an author, my respect is so
great that T could not join in the cutery evoked by his Cor-
Jession, a hook which showed most clesly to the world at
large that Strausa was mot s philosopher,—which fact was
discovered long ago by sl owr profound thinkers,—although
some Hegelisms had once declared him to be such, becsuse, in
hir youth, he had followed the flag of Hegelianiem. DBut, by
close study of Strause'a writings, it was easy to see that his
sdhesion to Hegel was only & nominal discipleship imposed
on him by the fashiom of the time; and, aeccordingly, the
strilking proof of this fact which, in his old age, he afforded
by his venunciation of Tdealism, and by his warm partisanship
with Darwiniem in #ta lefest form, wez guite unnecessary.
I Birauss had ever comprehended the full depth of the
Hegelian Philosophy, he would nocessarily have adopted a
more spiritoal concepticn of Darwin's newly founded Doctrine
of Desecnt, instead of enthusinstically accepting the mechanieal
conception of the Tniverse, —not, indeed, without ouoite
ineonsistontly smuggling in some frapments of his former
idealictic principles of Thilesophy. Accordingly, it seemed
guperluous to emter upom s philoeophical discussion of
Hitranee’s theories, snd all the more so bavause he, on the one
side, had shown the utter irreconeilableness of the earlier with
the later clements of that ecosmical comceptiom which he put
forth, and I, on the other side, had reserved my dizeuseion of
the Darwiniens' mechanieal theory of the Tiiverse for a
special exposition.! And equally well was I able to dispense
with any aecount or defence of my own comception of the
Univeras, insamauch as & full exposition of it 15 to be found in
my philosophical writings. Aecordingly, I have been able to
avail myseclf of a greater concentration of subject-matter, and
of & more concise handling of the religions questions belonging
to the present time, all extransous matter being excluded ; but

| Wehrhedt wad Ffrerthum imt Dortniemws (Truth and Error in
Darwinitm),  Berlin : C. Duncker.
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no reader, who is of & refleeting tum of mind and is well
acquainted with the systematic Interdependence of all my
opiniena, will doubt thet the fullowing speculsfions are in
egsentizl harmeny with my wiews, or that they are here put
forward in order to furnish a new support for those views,

I do not disguise from myself the probability that my
treatment of the subject will please nobody. In Germany a
man who iz an oppoment of Christianity {a generally alag a
bitter foa o Religion in any shape or form, and comes easily
to regard with perfoct contempt all persons supporting the
interests of Religion as the highest interesta of Humamity ; in
foct, he coneiders them fo bo mere dreamers or mystics,  But,
at this time of day, eny one who still wishes bto champion the
canse of Beligion will hardly dare ic do 20 unless he stands
upon the ground of Historical Christianity. DBub L, neverthe-
less, am attacking tho orthodox, becanse thay are Chrigtisn
—that 1s, in our opinion, sbapdd; and I atback the radical
opponents of Christianity,—euch an Strange —because they are
irreligions ; and T attsck Liberal Protestonts, because they
not only are irreligious, but also would still Te Christians as
well, That the traditional Religione are in any conerete form
no longer retainable, L agree with S{rause in believing—that
g, with the Strauss of The OHd Fadh end dhe New, not with
the Strauss of The Life of Jesus. But I separato myself from
hiw, by my contention that irreligions Beculariem will not be
permanent, and thet, unless the whale of "Modern Civilization
is to become the prey of Ultramonteniam, something new must
certainly make its appearance—not an wupractical, abstract
religiousmess, bub & new concrete form of Religion, which is
founded om rational, yet profoundly epiritual principles.  These
bases can be supplied only by 4 pessimistic Pantheism which
teaches the immanence of the individual soul in the ome
Universal Bpirit, and the substantial identity of the Universal
Essence with ite individual manifestation. The most sug-
gestive hints sbout the paychologieal development of such a
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Monistic Religion of immsnence are to be found in Bieder
mann's Chrisien Dogpma. Biedermann, however, is atill too
deeply immersed in Hegelinn Optingism, and Jaboors under a
delusion about Free-will, and also s incepable of dismissing
the ides that his peychologically developed Esscnce of Religion
can be fully realized in History by some radical fransformation
of Christianity.

I have not conecaled my convietion that the new, much-
nesded Beligion will not very speedily make ita appearance,
and that, consequently, a” pexiod of religious perplexity must
intervene, bringing much mental anpuish. Some persons,
perthaps, may repronch mo for nof ecrupling to publish my
ideas, which will help to husten on that perplexity, and to
agrravate the mental enguish already existing. But I must
avow that such ecruples could never heve deterred me from
publishing any opinion which I, after mature refloction, had
formed and had ecnecienticusly felt to be true to the best of my
knowledge. The unsaifsfying nstora of the old Faith is
being felt om all sides ; and people are alse clearly discerning
the direction in which the further development of religious
thought must lead ; nevertheless, we should remember that
no great epiritual progress i ever accomplished without grest
struggles, general bewilderment and many exhibitions of
deplorable excessss. Desire, if you will, to epare Mankind
guch strogeles becsues of the painful convulsions which they
imvolve, only let this forbearance mean that your condemnation
of these struggles reats on the grounds of spiritual life. When,
however, the proper time Aas eoma for throwing the firebrand

" Ag regards the Poate, Hallet, in his Gospel of the Loify (Laden-
evangelisnn), takes much the same view as mins, The Optimism still
tolerated by Ballat becomes in Schifer's only half pentheistic Laien-
brevier, a repulsive, cringing humility, whils in Rickert's Wisdom of
the Hrahmans { Welthel! der Brahmonen), Pessimism i more fithfully
rapresented, and the absenoe of arbitrary dependencs on Christianity so
utterly differemt in apirit, is pleasing to the reader.
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under the stubble, and for preparing the field for next year's
erop, cannot be determined by human ealeulation ; we muat
eantinue to leave the defermination of the time to a higher
Power which guides the general destinies of Menkind, The
individual, as soon gz he has fulfilled his duties as an indi-
vidual, can and should boldly transfer all responsibility for
the consequences of hia act, which are beyond his ken, to that
higher Power. But the seeker after Truth may not do this
before he has earnestly and honestly striven to acquire Know-
ledpe, and submitted the results obtained to o scientifie veri-
fication, and, lastly, refuse to concesl, on external grounds,
from Mankind that which he holds to be true; he must,
rather, without fear of men eommunicate ell he discovers,
being assured that the confribution furnished by him to
Knowledge, even though it .be mized up with error, will,
nevertheless, help on the development of the Temth, and by
that meang promote the progwess of Humanity. Has o men
fulfilled all thess condifions| Then he need no more trouble
about the reproach that he sows perplexity and inflames
diapirtes,

Of all the warious schools of Theclogy, the Evangelical is
the least able to reject theeo contentions of mine, inssmuch
83 its own powers (and need) of dovelopment sre dependent
on a1mllur'argumanta, therefore, to the Evangelicals every
impulse-——though coming from sn enemy—which leads to
deeper research into the essence of Reh,mun wnd of ﬂhnat-mmt}r,
must be welcome. Indeed aigns are incressing that even in
orthodox-Evangelical querters, wherever & deep and real
religionsness is displayed, #wo things are being gradually
comprehended which, but » few decades of years ago, scaresly
any one had ventured to believe. The firsf is, that the old
cuatamar:.r aversion to Pantheism eonceived in a spirifus! and
not in & neturadisfic sense, arcee from & misapprehension on
the part of its opponent sas much as from its special contents,
-and thet Pantheism is veally a epiritual force with which,



