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HISTORY.

N July, 1621, Edward Winslow and Stephen ITopkins were

gent, by the Governor of Plymouth Colony, to explore thia
pection of the country, to visit Massasoit, the king of the Wam-
pannoages, who lived where Bristol, R. 1., now stands, to as-
certain the number of the Indians and open trade with them.
Having passed Middleboro' (then called Namasket), Winalow
and Hopkins arrived at Titicut, where they exchanged hospita-
ble offiees with the natives, whom they found fishing. Thers
they lodged onc night, in the open fields on the banks of the
stream, which were already cleared and adapted to cultivation.
The embassadors then proceeded six miles down the river, on
the south side, to a fording-place near King's bridge. When
preparing to cross they were opposed by two agei Indiaus on the
opposite side, who were the only individuals surviving the pes-
tilence which, two years before, had nearly depopulated the re-
gion. These two Indiang, on being assured that Winslow, Hop-
kinsand their Indian gnides were friendly, received the travel-
lers withount further objection. These were the first English-
men who set foot in Raynham. Herethey ascertained the ebb
and flow of the tide. Their Indian friends showed them clear
aprings of water, carried them ncrosa the river on their backs
and transported the luggage. In passing along the southern
border of the town, they discovered many places which had
been tilled by Indians. The ground near the river was a
natural meadow, with soil adapted to the eorn eultivated by
tho natives, but the country was depopulated by the plague
which had recently prevailed. '
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Taunton, which at first included Raynham and five other
towns, was settled, in 1638, by emigrants principally from
Taunton, in England. The lands of Mrs. Elizabeth Pool, one
of the chief proprietors, were specially laid out by ovder of the
Colonial government at Plymouth, in May, 1668. These lands
had been bought from the Indians; and, in 1675, the owners
set forth a declaration of their rights, with the following pre-
amble: —* Whereas, by the providence of God, n the year
1688, it pleased God to bring the most part of the fivst pur-
chasers of Taunton over the great ccean into this wilderness,
from our dear and native land, and after some emall time here,
we found this place, calied by the natives of the land Cohan-
net, in the Colony of New Plymouth, and of the Court of said
Colony we obtained grants of tracts of land for & plantation or
township, s by the record of said Court it may and doth ap-
pear, and then we also made purchase and bought the tracts
of land, for our money, of the right proprietors and owners, the
Indian sachemns or prinees of this part of the couniry, as by
deed nnder theiv hands it may appear; and in honor and love
to our dear native land, we ealled this place Taunton; and
owning it a great marey to God to Lring us to this place, and
setting us on lands of our own, bought with our own money,
in peace in the midst of the heathen, for s possession for our-
selves and for our posterity after na”

SBettlements were made in Raynlam, in 1852, by James Leon-
ard, Henry Leonard and Ralph Russcl, who came from Wales
und first settled in Braintree.  Oviober 21at, 1852, the follow-
ing entry appenrs in the vecords of Tannton =—* It was ngreed
and granted, by the town, to the said James and Ienry Leon-
ard and Ralph Russel, free consent to come hither and join
with certain of our inlabitants to set up a bloomary work on
the Two-mile River." Then no stranger conld beeome an in-
habitant without permission. * It was agreed and granted, l\y
a free vote of the town, that such particulnr inhabitants as ghall
coneur with said persons, in their design, shall have free liberty
from tlie town to do so, to build and set up this work, and tlut
they shall have the woods on the other side of the Two-mile
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river, wheresoever it i3 common on that side of the river, to
cut for their cord-wood to make eoals; and also todig and take
mine or ore at T'wo-mile meadows, or in any of the commons
appertaining to the town where it is not proprietary.”

In aceordance with this vote and the permission granted, the
above-mentioned individuals erected warks for the extraction
of irom from the native ore, being the first iron manufaclory
established on the continent These works continued in the
possession of the Leonards and their descendants a hundred
years; werc enlarged by additional furnaces, and subsequently
converted into an anchor forge.

Phe original projectors, Ifenry and James Leonard, attracted
by more nbundant ores in New Jersey, removed there and
eatablished the frst foundry in that provinee,

TDaring the Indian war of 1675, which desolated many of the
towna of Plymonth and Massachusetts Colonies, the inhabitants
of Tannton were exempt from attack. Philip, the chief ivati-
gator of that war, hard a snmmer hunting-seat near the Fowling
poud. The Leonards had supplied him with beef, repaired bis
muskets and furnished him with snch simple tools as the In-
dians eould mse.  These acts of friendship were remembered,
anel when other lowns sufferail from savage incursions, Rayn-
ham and Taanton cseaped.  Philip's influence and friendship
protected them. The people, however, were on their goard,
and constrneted fortificd louses capable of resisting an Indian
scige. A louse belonging to Samuel Leonard, which stood a
few rods east of the forge, was surrounded by palisades and
provisioned. A forl, also, was built on the farm now owned
by Samuel Iathaway, on Pleasant strect.  T'he towns of Barn-
stable, Yarmouth and Eastham, o account of their position,
wera secure from Indian depredations. The inhabitants of
these Cape towns invited the people of Taunton, Rehoboth,
Raynham and Bridgewater to leave their settlements and live
with them for greater safety. Taunton replied thus:—*We
bless Gl that he hath given us mach room in your hearts,
thut you so [reely touder to us a part with you in your houses,
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fields and provisions, at such a time when the Lord is threaten-
ing us with the bareavement of ourown. It much comforteth
ug, in this day of darkness and distress,. 'We shall want no
succer you are able to afford ua, 'We therefore return you all
gerious thanks for your sincers and abundant love, besceching
the Lord to continue and inerease your ability, peace and
promptness to relieve distress in this evil day. Nevertheless,
upon our sexious and mature deliberation upon, and considera-
tion of your great offer, we cannot at present comply with a
motion to remove and quit our places and leave our habitations
to be a desolation, and that because we fear, in so doing, we
should be wanting to the name of God and interests of Christ
in this place, and betray much difficulty and cowardice, and
give the adversary occasion to triumph over us to the reproach
of that greatand fearful name of God which is called upon ua.”

This conacientious, elevated reply was signed by Richard
Williams, Walter Deane and others, and shows the spirit of the
times. These records disclose the character of the men who
established the early settlements. Their leading object was to
maintain the truths and institutions of the Christian religion,
und in pursuing this design thoy eould bear danger and hard-
ships with indomitable fortitude,

TIIE TOWNBHIF.

The sct of the General Court, setting off Raynham into a
distinet township, declored that it was “competently {illed
with inhabitanta” It cmbraced thirty familics, Abrabam
Jones wag o prineipal agent in the weparation, hizs name ap-
pearing first on the petition. ITis housc was near the forge, upon
the farm now owned by Emory 8. Wilbur, Ttdoesnotappear
that any party apirit or political difference produced the sepa-
ration, It arose principally from the pogition of the people,
At that time parish and town lines were nsually the same, and
na most of the inbabitants were too far from Taunton to attend
publie worship there couveniently, it was desirable to form a
new town and pavish. The General Court incorporated the
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new town of Raynham, with the provision,  that the inhabi-
tants of asid town do, within the spaceof three years from the
publication of this act, procure and settle a learned and ortho-
dox minister of good conversation, and make provision for his
comfortable and honorable support, and likewise provide a
schoolmaster to instruct their children to read and write”
The act of ineorporation was granted by the council and rep-
resentatives, in General Court assembled, April 1st, 1731, and
consented to by T. Belcher, the Provisionnl Governor, April
6th, 1781. The council ordered Ebenezer Robinson, one of the
prin¢ipal inhabitants, to warn a meeting of the ¢itizens, in order
to chioose town officers.  The warrant was issued under the
nuthority, and in the fourth year of the reign of His Majeaty
George IL

At the first town mesting, Samuel Lecnard, Jr., was chosen
town elerk; and Joln Staplos, Samucl Leonard and Ebenezer
Robinson, sclectmen.

In 1782, John White was chosen clerk of the market.

Elijah Dean and Thomas Baker were elected tithing-men, and
sworn for the faithful discharge of their duty.

It was voted that sheep and hogs may go af larga.

CHURCH ORGANIZATION AND PABTORS.

Anticipating the duty of supporting public worship, the -
people had erected and partially finished a meeting housc two
years before the town was incorporated. The first town meet-
ing, for choice of officers, was held April 22d, 1781. On the
10th of May, fullowing, the town voted to pay all the expenses
which individuals had incurred in building the meeting house,
and o tax waa levied for that purpose. At the same meeting,
Mr. John Wales, who had been preaching there one year and
& half, was chosen minister.

His ralary was fixed at £100 per annum in bills of credis,
and £200, settlement.  His income was subsequently increased
to £400, equal to £53, 6s., 8., lawlul money, or about $266.
It was also voted to finish the church by plastering it; con-



