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NOTE.

.

N the compilation of the facts which go to
form (his [ction, it seems desirable to say
that I believe I have neither ovetlooked nor
libelled those intellizent manulcturers who have
expended much Christian ingenvily, with much
remarkable success, in ameliorating the condibion
af factory vperatives, and in blunting the edge of
those misapprehensions and disaffections which
exist between capital and lahor, hetween cm-
player and employed, hetween gage and  toil,
between millions and mills, the world over,

Had Christian ingenuity been generally sy-
nonymous with the conduct of manufacturing cor-
porations, I should have found no occasion for
the writing of this book.

I believe that a wide-spread ignorance exists
among us regarding the abuses of our factory
system, more especlally, but not exclusively, as
exhibited in many of the country mills,



Vi MNote.

I desire it to be understood that every alarming
sign and every painful statement which I have
given mn these pages concerning the condition
nf the manufacturing districts could be matched
with far less cheerful reading, and with far more
pungent perplexitics, from the pages of the Re-
ports of the Massachusctts Horcan of Statistics
of Labor, to which, with other documents of a
kindred maturg, and to the porsonal assistance
of friends who have * testified that they have
geen,” 1 am deeply in debt fur the ribs of my
slory.

Eo A P

ARDOVER, December, 1870,
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