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PREFACE,

Tuis book, like its predecessors by the same editor, is designed
to aid buth tescher and pupid o slady Macaulay's Life of foksson
in a way that shall be pleasant and profitable,  To that eod it
endeavors to cconomize for both the mechanieal Bmhor that is not
rcally disciplinary. This latter end is sought by farnishing {1} a
connected skelch of the bstooceal events 1o which Macauley refers,
~and {2} an explanatory index of &l allustods which may possibly
excite the readors corinaity, The editor has avoided puRing this
mitetial imte the forny of notes, because he belicves that historical
ruattors should be studied in their historical rclationms, and that
incidental allusions should not ke allowed to distract the attenticn
of the reader.  Topils should not spend their time in trecing alle-
stons which do oot really aid the thowght in lhe bext; but they
should be lgught never to rest sabisfed antil the text itsell = also.
Tutely ciear., Of all forms of investipation they shoubd peefer the
reading of works te which Macaolay refers,

The study of 1he margionl topiuel analysis 38 exceedingly impor-
tant, both hecawse it etabliss the pupil fo carey the entire biography
in his memory, and heczuse it fornishes him a model for similar
work of his own.,  Maraalay is ootable for the orderly arrangement
of g malerials and for his clear and conmected treatment of them,
By observation of this arrangement and treabment, the pupil will
inevitably gain in the power to comstract and to develop an ex-
tended composition. It is pseful for him to learn the facts regard-
g Johnson's ife and works, bat it 8 much more aseful for him L
learn to think coherently and to express his thought in & clear and
ordez]ly manner,

The editor desires to express his great indebtedness to his former
pupily Mr. Hyman Askowith, whose wneemitting industey, skill in

it
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research, and familiarity with his methods and with his other books
in this series, bave enabled him to redder invaluable assistance in
the preparation of this baok.  Without thal asistance the editor
could mot have completed the work at this time.

The text is reprinted withoat change in punctuation or spelling
fromm the authoritative English editivn of Macaalay®s works.

AT WL,
BosTuN, May 1, 1003,
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