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PREFACE.,

This little book sufficiently explajns its own
origin and scape. T have kere only to gratefully
acknowliedge my indebiedness to the many friends
whe have given me the benefit of their local
knowledge ; and especially to D, Wright, for
MS. notes of playbills in kis possession, and of kis
pisits lo the Theatre ; to Mr. Percival Barratt,
Jor the lvan of dooks of theatvical Ristory; o
My, Charles Skidmore, My, G. V. Ellerion,
My, Henwy Clarkson, My. W. H. Hughes, and
M. George Wright, for permitting me lo see and
faks notes of playbills ; to Mr. Fred Stmpson, for
the Ioan of plans; fo Mr. George Roberts, of
Lofthouse, for a note from Hewitd's papers ; to
MMesers. Sherwood and Banfield, for thetr conrtesy
in showing me over the building ; and to the latter
Jor information respecting ifs last years.

. .5
Fakefield,
Qctoder 15th, 1874,



