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A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN.

CHAPTEER L

Nexr day Mr Longstaffe called upon Mrs. Warrender,
nominally about the alterations that had to be made in her
house, but really with objects much more lmportant.  He
made notes scrupulousty of what she wanted, and hoped
that she would nor allow any:hing to be neglected that
was necessary for her comfor,  When these necessary pre-
liminaries were over, there was a pause.  He remained
silent with an expectant air, waiting to be questioned, and
though she had resolved i possible to refrain from deing
50, the restriction was more than her fzculties could
bear.

“My son tells me” she said, s ndifferently as pos-
sible, “that there is a grear deal going on between him
and you."

“ Naturally,” ericd Me., Longstafic, with a certain heat
of indignation,  * He is making o marriage which s not at
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all a common kind of warrtagy, amd yet he would have liked
it to be without any scitlements at all”

“1Te eould not wish anything that was not satisfactory
e bady Markland,”

S you think sof then I mus: nndeceive you.  He
would have liked Lady Markland to give herself to him
absolurcly with no precaacions, no restrictions,”

“Mr. Longstaffe, Theo s very much in love. He has

always been very sensitive: he cannot bear (I suppose)

mixing up business matters, which ke hates, with

“0t 15 all very well for him to hate business, though
between you and me, if you will allow me to say se, I think
it very silly. TLadies may cntertain such sentiments, but a
man ought to know better, If you will believe me, he
wants to marry her as if she were sixteen and had not a
penny | To make Ler Mrs, Theodore Warrender and take
her home to his own louase [

“What should he do else? is not that the natural thing
that every wan wishes o dop”

“¥es, if he marries o girl of sixteen without a penny,
as I said. Mrs. Warrender, I know you are fuli of sense
Perhaps you will be able to put it before him in a better
lightt  When a man marries o lady, with an established
position of her own like Lady Markland, and a great many

responsibilitics, especinlly when she iz a sort of guecn
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mother and has o whole neble family to be accountable

to 5

“1 do not wonder that Theo sheuld be impatient, 3.
Longstaffe : all this must be rerribie to him, in the midst

of his Why should not they marry first, and then

these things will arrange themselves 7"

“Narry first | and leave her altogether unsecured.”

#1 hope you know that my sen is a2 man of honour,
AMr, Longstaffe.”

“ My dear madam, we have vothing to do with men of
honour in the law, T felt sure that you would understand
at least. Suppose we had left Miss Minnie dependent upon
the honewr (though I don’t doubt it at ally of the Thynne
family.”

“Tdon't mean in respect 1o money," said Mrs, Warrender,
with a slight flush,  * He will not interfere with her money,
of that 1 am certain,”

“No: only with herself; and she has been left the
control of everything ; and she must be free to administer
her son’s property and look after his interests,  [f you will
allow me to say 1t, Mrs. Warrender, Tady Markland is a
much better man of business than Theo,”

Mr, Longstaffe bed kaewn Theo all his ife, and had
never addressed him otherwise than by that name, but i

sectncd an over-familiarity, o want of respect, even o sign
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of contemypt in the pesition in which Theo now stood,  She
replicd with a little oficnce -

“That is very possible,  He has had fittle experience,
and he s a scholar, ool o person of business.  DBut why
should the marriage he delayed 7 This is the worst moment
for them botle 1 koow oy son, Ale, Lengstafe AN this
frets him beyond description now ; bat when the uncertainty
is over, and all these negotiations, cvervthing wili come
round. Fle will never interfere or prevent her from doeing
what is necessary for her son. When they are once married
all will zo well"

This was o long speech for Mrs, Worrender, and she
made it with interruptions, with trepidation, not quite so sure
perhaps of her own argument as she bad thought she was,
The lawver looked at her with a kind of respectiul contempt.

“There may be a ceftain justice in what you say, that
this is the worst moment @ but 1 for one could never agree
to anything so unbusiness-like as you seem to suggest.
Marriage first, and business afterwards—no, no—and then
there 1s the kttle boy.  You would not have him sent off
to nurse while his mother goes upon ber honeymocn.,  I'oor
little fellow, so devoted as she was to him before !

H A second marriaze,” sald BMrs. Warrender, subdued,
“ean pever be so simple, so casy; as one in which there

are no complications,”



