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PREF A QE,

I this Lttle voluwe, relating, principally, to a district with
which the writer is intimately scquainted, he has gathered
up a few points of loeal intereat, and, in connection with
these, he has endeavoured o ombody zomething of the traits
of present hfe in South Lamenshirs with descriptions of its
scenery, aml with such gleavings from its local history as bore
upon the subjeel, awdy wmder the cirenmetances, were wvail-
abla to him. How v he had succeeded in cowbining a
volome of local metéer, which sy be instructive or inter-
esfing, he is willing te leave to the judgment of those readers
who know the comuntry and the peopls it deals with, He is
conzcions that, in conperison with the fertile field of strong
peculiarities which Lancashive presenta to writers who are able
to gather it np, and to use it well, this volume I8 fragmentary
atel diseursive; yet he believes, that, so far s it zocs, it will
ot be wholly unacceptable to native readers.

The historical information interspessed  throughout the
volume, has been gathered from a0 many sources that it
would be a matter of considerable difficulty to give a com-
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¥iii. PREFACE,

plete and detziled meknowledgment of it In every important
case, however, ihis acknowledpment hes been given, with
some degros of esre, as fully and eleawly ns possible, in tho
conrae of the work, Some of this histevien]l madter may
prove to be ill-chosen, if not ill-nscd—perlaps i some cases
it might bave been obtaiged in o beteer forn, and oven more
correctly given—but the writer has, ab least, the satisfaction
of knowing that, with such Jight as he had, and with such
dlements as were eowvenient to him, ho has Leen guided, in
his selection of that kind of infermation, by a desire to obiain

the most eorrect and the most applicnble matter which was

nvailable to him,

A beok which is purely Joeal inits choreeter and bearing,
as this is, connot be expected to have much interest for per-
sons wneonnected with the distriet which it relates to,  If there
is any hope of its being read ot all, that hope is cemtred
there. The aubjects it trents wpon being loea], and the lan-
guage used in it beiug often the vernecular of a particular
part of the eounty, these civenmstances combine to narvow
it cirele of acquaintanoe.  Bng, in order to make that part
of it which is given in the dinlect as intelligible as possibles
o all roaders not Ttimate with that form of native lungusge,
some care hos eon taken to explain such words ne are un-
uznally ambiguous in foowy or in mewning.  And, bere it
may be notieed, that persems whe kmow little or nothing of

the dialeet of Lancashire, are apt fe think of it as ono in

form and seuml throughout the county, amd expect it to



PREFACE 1%,

assmmo one uovaried fuatwe whenever i 14 ropressuted in
writing. This is a mistake; for there ofien exist consider-
able shades of differcnoe—even in places not more than eight
or e miles aparb—im the expeemion, and in the form of
worlds which mean the smne thing; amd, sometimes, the lan-
guage of a very lmibod loealily, thewgh bearing the same
general charactoristies as the dinleet of the eounty in general,
is remlereld stifl move poreephibly distinctive in fuatures, by
idioms and proverbs peenline to that paotienlar spot.  In this
volume, however, the writer has taken care to give the dislect,
as well as he eould, n anch a form s would eonvey te the
wind of the gencral reador a correct Wen of the wode of pro-
munciation, and the slznifieation of the idiems used n the
immedinte Joeality which ke happons to be writing abouot.
Lameashive lina had some learpedd writors: who bave written
upon themes generally and Joenlly interesting, Dut the soc-
eessfill delineation of the quoint and 1eey feabures of is
humble lifo bus fallen to the lot of very few., Joln Coliier,
our sound-honrted aml eleav-lemled native humourtst of the
lnst contury, left bohind him some exouisitc glimpses of the
manner of Ifs i his own mook of Lenessbive, at that time,
The ittle which he wrote, slthongh s eecantrie and peeuliar
in chagneter a3 to bo elmost wnintelligible o the general
render, contains such evidence of gening and so many ram
touches of nature, that to thoso who can discern the ricles
hidden umder its guasind vernacular gaely, it wears o peven-
ninl clirm, in some degree akin to that which characterises



