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PREFACE.

It is eaid of the poet Shelley, that when a student
at Oxford, he would often, in passing, linger near
some small piece of water, and wateh with intense
anxiety the fortune of little paper craft, which he
would form from the covers of old letters, some-
times even from his most esteemed correspond-
ence, and then commit to the mercy of the winds
and the waves upon his miniature mere. -Somewhat
akin to the deep interest he®felt in the progress of
his frail flotilla, is the feeling with which this little
volume is watched, as it is now cast upon the tide
of public opinion,



vi PREFACE.

The scene of the poem is laid in the Hebrides,
or Western Islands of Scotland, chiefly in that of
Bt Kilda, at once the most northerly and most
westerly of all; in Ulva; and some little at Aros, in
the island of Mull. Several of the incidents i the
last Canto are founded upon two different Scottish
traditions.

As regards the few miscellaneous poems, nothing
to be—miscellaneous: ne particular arrangement
being observed. This was the more unnecessary,
as the author hopes to make other additions to this
small eollection.

Finally—should any faults be discovered which
have escaped kis own eye, as doubtless many will,
be trusts they will meet with some little forbear-
ance, in consideration of its being his first work.

April, 1845,
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