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T THE

i Youth of my Deloved fock,

BOME 4F WIHOM,
T oms merckfally permitted do hope,

HAVE COMMENCED A CHEISTIAN LIFE
ASD FOR WHE IASTREUOTION ASD COUNBEL

they were coigivally designed and propured,
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that thry moy. in their present form,
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as wall na to cthera
Into whoze handa they may full
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LETTER I.

Elements of a Complete Christian
Character.

DEAR 2 ii3in

I am much plessad to hear vou
ask, what 1t is to be a complete Chiris-
| tian# The question anguwrs well for
| your future career and prospects. Your
| reanlts will very much correspom] witly
| vour aimz.  In propotion to the ele-
| vation of your mark will be the proba-
ble height of your attsinments, Let
perfection ba the object you desire and
endeavor to seeure, and thongh you
reach not that fanliless eminence, you
will risa higher than woull be possihle




E OHRIATIAN

' with a lower standard. Amr.'-ng tha ele-

wepikd of o E-Ju:]nlutc Clirstian  clar-
mcter I wondd namoe az fet,

INTELLIOEXNOR,

By this foatiere i3 meant an acqumn-
tance with the proefs npen which yon
rest vour belief that there is a God,
atel that He iz posseseed of all adora-
bla perfections; that the Bible is lien
von-descended, contaning © dewbh, with-
out mieturd of errov,;” a knowlalee of
the leading facts uml doctrines eontain-
ol in that hlessed volume; with the
reasons of tle hepe yoo entertain that
vou are a diseiple of Christ and an heir
of heaven, The giref tees will require
that you read with cam one or more of |
the excellent volnmes of Paley—Wat-
son—Erikine— A lsandor—MeTlvaina
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—Nelson—Spring, and others of like
oxeellince, with which our age abounds,
In order to the fhird you must dili-
gently study the Bacrel Seriptures, and
in connection therewith, 8 systematie
treatize on Christian Theology; while
the lazt demnandsz that you observe and
vefloct upon your prevailing thonglits
and deportment, bringing  them in-
tr close  and  faithful  contact with
the vevealed tests of o ouly converted
henrt.

Do not =link from the nndertaling
ag requiving more time and  patiches
than you have at command. It 1z not
expocted that all thiz wil be done af
once, neither i3 it recommendesd that

| you aim at :I-ﬂnmn'ing ik I‘:rr}t"r.-und theo-

logrian and acute Biblical eritic, versed
in the abstruse specnlations and techn:-




B CHRISTIAN

cal distinetions of the schools, These
pursuits must, of necessity, be com-
fined to the few who Lave the time
and opportunity for such far reach-
iny engngements,  But it i urged,
| most earnestly, that you scquire such a
knowledas of the plentiful arguments
in defense of the being of a God and |
the Divine authorship of the Bille as
"may enable you to tell the Atheist and
the Infidel why vou canncf agres with
them, that all that we belold is tha |
fortuitous acenmulation of atoms ex-
Cisting from eternity, and that the Senp-
tures are a “cunningly devised fable;®
az may enablo vou to state and Jefend
the articles of futh peoubar to the
church of which vyou ara a member,
being eareful that these are based upon
the Hible; and that vou be ready af all
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times to “give an answoer to every one
that asketh you a reason of tho hops
that is in yow.” Many Christinms of |
our times are sadly deficient in his fea- |
ture of fntelfigence, seeming to think |
that it is & matter of small moment |
what 15 the condition of the smind, if |
the feart 15 only right. ]

It cannot be denisl thase if the two
must be brought infe contraet a trulyv |
| pious beart 18 more desimable than o
highly cultivaied wind,  Bul between
| them there s vo necessary collision, This
18 &0 far from being the ease that it is
trueh inthe sund that s Lest ealeulated
to awaken right emofiong in the soul,
e judement bemng the dinoet avenus to |
the affections,  Every duty implies an
intelligent view of corresponding truth,
Repentance supposes oeorrect view of




