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BHELLEY.
[From Mallthéw Arnokl's " Eesays in Criticism,"]

AND g0 we have come back &t last 1o our original Bhelley—to
the Bhelley of the lovely and well-krown pictwie, to the Shelley
with Bushed, fuminloe, arthess face, the Shelley = blushing like &
girl™ of Trelawny., TProfessor Dowden glved us some forther
attempls at poriralinre. Ouoe by a Miss Rose, of Shelley at Mar- -
low. ''He waa the most intereating figure I ever saw; his cyea
like a deer’s, bright and ralber wild; hiz white throst onfettered;
hiz alender but, to we, almost feuliless shape; his brown long
cost with corling lamba' wool collur and cuffa~-in fact, Lis whole
sppearance—are 08 fresh in my recollection &3 an occurrence of
yiaterday. "

Fewminine enthnsinam may be deemed suspicions, but 4 Captain
Eennedy must surely be ablato keep bbs hesd.  Capraio KEenvedy
was quartered at orshan in 1818, swd saw Shelley when be wos
on 8 stolen visil, in bis father's abseoce, ot Fieid Place: ** He
recelvedl me with frankoess anid kindliness, as if he had known
me from childicod and at ooce won my hearl. T favey T see
himi now s be sal by the wlndow, and hear his voles, the loues
of which fmpressed me with Lis sivcetty and simplicity. His
reserriblunce Lo his sister Elizabeth was 88 striking as if they bnd
been twins, His eyes were most expreasive, his complexion bea-
tifully fair. his features exguisitely fine; his bair wae dark, and
no peculinr attention to ifs arrapgement was maoifest, To persoo
he was slender nod pentlemanlike, but inclined o stoop; his gait
wud decidedly not military. The general appenrsnce fudicsied
great delicacy of conatitution,  Owoe would wt coce pronouoce of
him that he was dilferent from otbher men.  There was an earnest-
ness fn his mapper and such perfect gentlenesa of breeding and
freedom from everyibing artificial, aa charmed every one, I never
met 6 man who ao immedistely won upon me™ M Gisborie's
aun, who koew Shelley well at Leghorn, deciared Captnin Ken-
nedy’s deseription of him to be **1he best and most Lruthful 1 have



BHELLEY.

To &1l these we have o add the charm of the man's writinge—
of SBhelley's poeiry. It is bis poeiry, above everything clse, which
for many people catablish thot he is an angel, OFf his poetry [
have not space now (o speak, bat let no one suppose that & wand
of homer and a self-delusion such as Bhelley's bave no effect upon
amon's poetry. The man Shelley, in very trulh, Is not entirely °
sane, and Bhelley's poetry Is ol cutirely sane either. The Shelley
of actual lifc is & visfon of beauty and radiance, indeed, but avail-
ing nothlug, effecting notling—and in poetry, noless thoo {o life,
he j2 & beantiful aud ineffeciual angel, beating, Iu the void, his
Jnminous wings in vain,

To sum up all in o word, e was a creature of the moat singunlar
benevolence, This appesrel in the minutest as well as the
greatest actfons of his Hfe, It was the groce of bis manber no
less then the virtue of his heart. [Lord Byron ownce said that
Bhelley wns the gompletest gentleman he ever knew. He was
regardful of the happiness of othars, not alwnys showing it in
the velgar way, by reliaviog their distrassas, but by consulling
all thelr shades of fecliog. At the samne time, e was oot bumiog-
ful of the larger and broader manifestaiions of good-will. A
never-ceasing courae of active efort showed that his kindoess for
his fellows wyg not & sentiment buot a principle. It was botlh
good-wishing und good-deing, TU wus beoefiecoce as woll ns
benevolence. He who could walk the words of o hospital filled
with dangerous disesses, that he might qualify hiwself to minlstcr
to the disesses of the poor, mnust have possessed, not the sickly
senlimentalism of Roussean, bul the philapthropy of & Howard.
He who could give the balf of his whole income to & single
work of charity (the building & dike to prevent inundations upoa
the huts of a poor settlement) must bave possessed & genuine
sympathy, He who, when his funds were exhausted, could
pawn his books, or favoritc instruments of eciencs, to help a
needy scholar, to cover & nnked child, or give warmth and plenty
to the henrth of a destitute widow, and Ue more careful o con-
ceal his deeds from the world than others are to publish them,
was actusted by no theatrical love of display, but by a siocere
and eart-felt fellow-feallng with hls mee.—TuomasDe Qrincery.



InTtrRoDTOTION.

Percy Byssne 3ERLLEY waa bomn at Field Place. near Horsham
o Bussex, Auguost 4, 1782, He was the eldest of alx children and
the heir to s baronetey. His father, Slr Timothy Shelley, was &
wealthy country gentleman, proud of his lineags, and unfortu-
nalely possessed of & morsl austerity that esrly brought bim
Into dissstrons conflict with his wildly-insplred son. The poet'a
early years were spent at Field Pluce with hia four sisters; when
ten years old, he was sent to s private academy, and two yesra
lster 1o Eton, He lemrned the classic langunges ** glmoat by in-
tultlon,” and astonished his fricids with the Guency of his Latin
versification; hin chief dellpht, however, was physical scienee, o
taste for which be long retained. He devoured the extravagant
romances of the period, and recorded fodefinitely the flights of
his own Imagination In jovenile verses snd telos. i desice for
Enowledge wes insatlable; he possessed n remsrkable power of
memory, and read with astonishing repidity. * Mo student
ever resl mors sssiduonsly, He was to be found, book in hand,
ut all hours; reading in season and out of season; st table, in
bed, and especially during & walk; not ouly in the guiet country,
and in retired pathe; not only at Ozford, in the publie walks,
and High Bireet, but in the most crowded thoroughfares of
London, ™

At Eton Bhelley was unpopular. The gualilles that separated
him from the world In after life were early manifested—extreme
sonsitiveness, delicacy of tastes, impulsive and tender feelings,
hatred of shams and conventions, intolersnce of authority, and
uncompromising hostility to tyranny and isjustice in avery form,
* He wae all passlon,” snys Mre, Bhelley, * passionste in his re-
sistance io an iojury, passionste in his love,” He organized a
robelllon against the odious fapging system, snd the brutal
sports of his foot-ball loving companions, ko generally deemed
esaentisl to manliness, aroused in him only the enthusiasm of
disgust. Naturally enough, he was ealled * Mad Shelley.”

At Oxford he was equally singular in his conduct and studies,
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