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Psalm of the Good Shepherd

The Lord is mp Shepherd, I shall
not want.

iBe maketh me to lic dolun in pas-
tures of fenber grass.

1be restoreth my soul.

1Be [eabeth me in the paths of justice
for his name’s sake.

Pea, though 3 walk in the ballep of
the shabotv of beath, 3 twill fear no ebil,
for thou art with me.

Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort
me.

Thou spreabest before me a fable in
the presence of mine enemies.

Thou ancintest my head with oil; myp
cup runneth ober.

Surelp goodness and mercy shall fol-
[otw me all the dbaps of myp life, and 3
ghall divell in the house of the Lord unto
length of days.



Fntrobuction.

No types more beautiful could have been
chosen under which to picture the charac-
ter of our Lord and the souls He came to
redeem than those of a shepherd and his
flock. As nothing on earth could more fitly
illustrate the infinite love and sacrifice of
the Saviour than the enduring labors and
tenderness of a shepherd, so nothing here
below could better portray the multiple
wants of our spirits than the needful depen-
dent nature of sheep. After the knowledge
we possess of our Redeemer, only a slight
acquaintance with the characteristics of
pastoral life, as it exists in oriental coun-
tries, is needed to discern the charming fit-
ness of these comparisons. The similarity
is at once striking and most easily under-
stood. Hence it is that our Lord, as well
as those who described Him before He
came, so often appealed to shepherd life
when speaking of the Messiah's mission;
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hence, also, it is that He was so fond of call-
ing Himself the Good Shepherd, and of
alluding to the souls He loved as His sheep.

It is the purpose of the pages that follow
to trace some of these beautiful and touch-
ing resemblances of the shepherd and his
flock, on the one side, roaming over the hills
and plains of Palestine, and the Saviour of
the World with the souls of men, on the
other, pursuing together the journey of life,
We have taken as our guide, in noting these
charming likenesses, the Twenty-second
Psalm, or the Psalm of the Good Shepherd,
every verse of which recalls some feature
or features of pastoral life, and sings of the
offices, tender and varied, which the shep-
herd discharges towards his flock.

As this shepherd song was composed and
written in the Hebrew tongue, the language

of ancient Palestine, we have employed here
a literal translation from the original lan-

guage, simply because it expresses much
more beautifully and more exactly than



INTRODUCTION. 9

does any rendering from the Latin or Greek
the various marks and characteristics of the
shepherd’s life and duties. The oriental
languages, like the people who speak them,
are exceedingly figurative and poetic in
their modes of expression; and hence, for
our present purpose, it is only by getting
back as closely as we can to the original that
we are able adequately to appreciate the
beauty and poetry of that simple but
charming life about which the Psalmist is
singing.

Although the Shepherd Psalm refers, in
its literal sense, to the human shepherd at-
tending and providing for his sheep, it has
also another higher meaning, which its au-
thor gave it, and this has reference to Christ
in His relations with the souls He has made
and redeemed. It is by reflecting on this
sense of the psalm, and on all His gracious
dealings with us, that we are enabled to
realize how rightly and justly our Saviour
is called the Shepherd of Our Souls, and



