THE TANNIN
PROCESS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649718221

The Tannin Process by C. Russell

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



C. RUSSELL

THE TANNIN
PROCESS

ﬁTrieste






THE

 TANNIN PROCESS.

Y

C. RBUSBELL.

| BECOND EDITION,

; LONDON:

JOHN W. DAVIES, 54, PRINCES STREET,
LEIOEBTER ‘H-Q'IJ'].]].E,

LIVERPOOL : H. GREENWOOD, 83, CASTLE ETREET.



PREFACE

TO THE BECOND EDITION.

Smvee the publication of the firat edition the
process described n it has been greatly im-
proved. The subatratum of gelatine may now
ba dispensed with, faf greater ssnsitivenesa
can be obtained, and, which is more important,
laudscape viswa can at the same time be pro-
duced of better quality.

The process as managed at first had onec
gerious fault, which rendered it less suitable for
ordinary landscapes than for some other kinds
of subjects; the use of tannin is, however,
attended by many and great advmtﬁgea, and
the author has used his beat endeavours to find
the means of correcting the fault alluded to,
and to improve the process in other respects.
He hopes that it will now be found to be more
generally useful.
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For the original ideas which have led to
some of the greatest improvements the writer
in indebted to the experience of others.

The contenta of the first edition have been
carefully revised and in great part re-writien,
and much new matter has been added, Per-
haps the most important addition is & way of
working in which considerable advantages are
gained by the use of bromide alone, without
igdine or any of its combinations, Many vana-
tiona in treatment arc given to be chosen from,
and nearly every means supposcd to increase
the sengitiveness of dry plateg, and many mo-
difications of the tannin process, have been
tested and the results described in this edition.




INTRODUCTION

T THE FIRST EDITION.

THE writer has, during the last five years,
exponded much time and tronble in endea-
vouring to discover a really good dry collo-
dion process. Having tried every published
‘method which seemed at all promising, he
finda that, although ncarly all will produoce
good rosults if properly managed, yet none
are entirely satisfactory.

The principal faults of the moist preserva-
tive processes are—great insensitiveness, un-
less an amount of nitrate of silver incompatible
with long keeping in hot weather be retained
in the film; a difficalty in producing uniform
popsitivonces, from the varying quantity of
this free nitrate of silver; and a liability to
suffer from dust adhenng to the surface of
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the collodion and csueing spots. The dry
. processes  hitherto published, bemdes many
other faillts belonging to them individually,
have one in common—that of being too much
dependent for success mpon the mechanical

state of the collodion,
The process to be described in the fol-

lowing pages is free from the last-mentioned
objection, and from many others which attach
to other dry processes generally. Although
a]l the expcriments necessary to ascertain pre-
cisely the best mode of working have not as
yet been completed, especially as regarda the
means of obtaiming the greatest degree of
senaitiveness, yet it is hoped that the deserip-
tion now given will be found sufficient for
practical purposes, and that the conclusions
which the author draws from his own experi-
ments will not mislead.




CHAPTER T.

ON CLEANING THE PLATES.

A prasmwa-sTARD, which will be found wery useful
throughout this and other dry processes, may be mads
in tho following manner —Take & thin boerd, a little
more then three feet long and ning inches broad, and
nail another board, sizteen inches in width, vertically
along the middls of the first. Bore vertiesl holes,

about one end a helf inches apart, along near the
edges of the first or horizontal board: £t a number of
wooden pege about two inches long into these holes,
to be used in pairs, in adjacent holes, at such distances
%3 may bo required by the size of the glasses used.
Nail a leathern strap to serve ss a handle on the
middle of the upper edge of tho wertical board.



This stand may be of any convenient size: that
Jjust described will take ten stereoscopic plates om
each side, set up diagonally on the corners, and is
high enough to drain 12 x 10 glasses in the same
position.

If the plates have been used before, remove the old
films by soaking for a short time in & warm solution
of carbonate of soda (common washing soda). The
plates should be removed from this liguid as soon as
the film will come off casily, or the glass may be
corroded. The edges may be detached with a Enife or
with the finger nail, and the remsinder of the film
" rubbed off with the fingers or & herd brosh. Then
put the plates into & vessel of water, and, having
carried them to a pump or tap, wash in & stream of
water, taking care to remove every piece of old film
which may remain, and place the glasses on one and,
nearly close to the vertical part of the draining-stand,
their tops resting against it, the glasses being about
half an inch spart. When ope row 13 complste, place
the glasses in tho next row so that the middle of each
covers tho interval between two in the first row, that a
vent may be left for the escape of damp air upwards.
Many dozens of plates may thus be dreined at once on

¢+ the two sides of the stand. Carry the stand into a

warm room, and place it before the fire, tilting up one
end about six inches to let the water drain away from
the lower ends of the glasses. Unless wanted for
immediate use, it will not be found worth while to




