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PREFACHE,.

Tue historical materiald here preseoted have been
collected, during the last two years, in the midst of
professional engaraments which only a pastor can
fully appreciate.  The task of arrangement has been
executed during the latter balt of that perind.  Lad
all the difheulties of such o work been understood by
the writer in advanee, it 13 not at all likely he would
aver have undertaken it.  Yet he has fell i a degree
compensated by the sneceas of his researches.  This
i the only compensution expected, aside fom the
gatisfiction of doing a service which may prove ac-
ceplable to the comnuupity amonz whom bis ot iz
cast, A loeal history of this sort can have no weneral
dreulation through the book markets, Iz value,
however, 15 not entirely local, nor limited in time,
[ {The Christian public at large, and the Church of the
intnre, have an Interest in the prescryation frem
oblivion of the names ond deeds of those who founded
| our civil and racred institntions,
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PHEFACE.

He who planted His Chureh, and with it n purer
civilization, in Canaan, “made Hiz wonderful works
to be remembered.” This was done for a time by
historical monuments, a8 by the twelve stones taken
out of Jordan, the Ebenezer set up by SBamuel, the
manna laid np in the ark, de,—memorials that served
to perpetuate u frodiffonal history,  Buol these memo-
rials were perishable, and tradition: eoald not long
be relied ou,  Heuce the pens of listorians were also
employed,

The early Puritan Clurches of America have abun-
danee of unwritten memoriale.  In every piece of our
prand framesverk of nstitutions are seen the Ebens-
worg which snecessive goncrations have veared, Tha
First Church of Orange may point 1o it “pile of
stones™ contaning the very materinl of o more an-
cient sanctuary—** our holy and onr heautiful honse,
where our fathers praized,” more than o hundred vears
ago. It has preserved, tog, its aocient faith and pol-

ity, But no written history of it has ever hefore

been attempted, The men of the past knew Little of |

their own unportance to the religions future of the
country ; aud il they had known it better, they were
8o engrrossed with the steageles and necessities of the
hour as to have little leisure for the historian’s work.

If we have as little in these no less stirring times, we |



