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ADDRESS T{ THE READER.

Dear Younc FRIENDS—

When we look upon yew, what various
thoughts are awakened—-what mingled feelings are
excited — what wishes evoked! Truly, you are an
object of great interest ] ‘When we think of your love-
liness, buoyancy, hopes, jovs, temptations, dangers,
opportunities, prospects, and destiny—of the part you
will act in this world, and the place you will occupy
in the next, we cannot but yield to the tenderest emo-
tions. We think of you as you will be in yowrself,
happy or miserable, honourabie or ignoble, adomed
with virtue or sullied by vice: “plants grown up in”
your “youth,” or rankling and useless weeds }—* comer
stones polished after the similitade of o (lase T S



iv ADDRESS TO THE READER.

cementing and ormamental links of domestic and reli-
gious society, or the disuniting and destructive ele-
ments of home and neighbourhoed. We thiok of you
in the relations you will sustain as hushands or wives,
fathers or mothers, masters, mistresses, or servants ;
and of the blighting or beneficial influence you will
exert upon the family, the church, and the world;
of the joy or misery you will yield to parents and
friends, the hopes you will realise or disappoint. We
think of your futwre as either saved or lost—a happy
spirit before the throne of God, or a miserable outcast
in hell; and we cannot but desire your welfare, and,
looking up to God, pray, “Oh that these precious
young immortals may live before thee” Talk of
flowers, jewels, treasures, ships, interests—none are
comparable with youth. And when we consider that
your future will be influenced by your presest; that
your eternity will take its stamp and character from
your time, that your youth will give the complexion to
your manhood or wemanhood, should not parents,
teachers, friends, and ministers all unite to love you,
direct you, care for you, and eamestly pray for your
present, in order to your eperiasting goodt Men are
snipitely more valuable than cattle, flowers, shrubs,
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birds, fishes, gold, silver, and diamonds ; and amongst
mankind yow, dear young friends, are, in many re-
spects, the most interesting class. How, therefore,
ought we to feel towards you? When we look upon
a fine ship freighted with gold and precious stones,
we cannot but wish, “ May she have a prosperous
voyage.” When we gaze upon a choice flower, how
we long that it may escape frost and storm, and live
fully to develop its beauty. When we behold a noble
animal, how we hope that it may grow, and attain to
perfect beauty, symmetry, and vigour. And surely
every hope, desire, wish, prayer in its purest form,
should become intensified whilst we look upon chil-
dren and youth. We know that youthful piety will
ensure your highest happiness and honour, both for
time and etemnity ; and, therefore, the purest and best
wish that minister or friend, parent or Sabbath-school
teacher, can breathe en your behalf is, that you may
devote your YouTH T0 Gon. In the hope that, by the
Divine blessing, that wish may be realised, we present
you with Firry REeasows in favour of Youtmrur
Piery. Dear young reader, may we ask one favour—
viz., that, if you cannot disprove those Reasons, you
will go to the throne of grace, wnd =y, “ O, =



