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PUBLISHERS' NOTE.

———

Propasry no texi-books in our schools represant, on the whele,
more effort and enterpriss on the part of both pablisher and
author than the school reading-booke. This branch has con-
stantly received the contributions of our most sucesssful school-
book makers —a fact which in itsalf abundantly attests the
importance which attaches to the study in the public mind.

That there yet remmnin possibilities for improvement in this
dirsction cannot be doubted by those familiar with the progress
rwently made in the methods of teaching reading employed by
our best educators. Thiz progress has revealed and emphasized
the need of improvements not hitherto attempted in the reading-
books offered for school nse, both in the plan of presentation and
in the subject-matter presentad.

It is confidently balievad that a careful examination of the
plan and subject-matter of the Nogmar Couvrsk 1% REaping will
ab once reveal ita ratson d'tre, and that s practical use of these
books in the school-room (which is, after all, the supreme test of
excellence) will demonstrate their superiovity to those hitherto
published for the same work. ’

A more defiuite and detailed exposition of the plan, scope, and
subject-matter of each book in the saries will be found in tha
# Suggestiona to Teachers™

The publishers confidently commend the Series to all progres-
sive educators, and snticipate for it large fmvor st the hands of
those who appreciate the beat school-room work.



SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

———

Tre belief or convietion that greater interest can be secured by
making observation lessona the basis of reading lessons has led to
the preparation of this little book. The pupil must be prepaved
for the book text by work which will increase his desire to know
what the lesson in the book has in etore for him.

The child's mind is sttmulated to action by the presence of the
objecta abont which he is to read.

The discovery of facls leads to the acquisition of new words,
which should be the new words found in the text to be read.
These the child may be-trained to use in clear, definite statements.

These statements writtem on the blackboard are of themselves
valuable reading lessona. Their chisf value, however, 85 o read-
ing exercise consista in the preparation they give for reading the
book lesson, thereby making it possible for & pupil to read the
printed text with very little effort. .

The value of reading original matter as an aid to correct ex-
pression eannot be overestimated ; for by such reading, inflection
and emphasis spring from the thought as they should do.

Esch poom should be made the basis of several talking and
original reading exercises; affer which the poems may be read
and memorized by pupils.

The purpose of the work soupht to be accomplished by this
book may be briefly summarized as follows: —

1. To train the child —

{a) To observe with care, and to think about what he sees.

{t) To express in pood English the facts and relations dis
covered.

{e) To read matter, written and printed, expressing these facts
and relations.

{d) To see the beauties which are hidden in Nature's works,
thereby increasing his power for enjoyment, his love for the
true, the beantiful, aud the good.




SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHEHRS. =]

{¢} Ta form the habit of locking for the thought sxpressed in
every sentence he reads before be attempls to give it orally,
thus leading him to feel that he reads for the purpose of
getting thought, or of giving thought.

3, Tao develop in the child a love for reading.

3. To train tha hand to represent what the eye sees.

Most, if not sll the specimens for investigation and study, can
he obtained easily by the teacher for nse in the class.

The pictures may be made valuable for collateral work.

If a specimen called for in the text cannot be secured for stady,
ong ralated to it may be made the subject for observation; for
exsmple: the lemon or the grape may be substituted for the
orange; the plum or the cherry, for the peach.

I a child carefully studies a fruit corresponding to the ome
represented in the book, he will, by aid of pictures and the text,
be able to form a good mental picture of the represented fruit.

For busy work during the study bour the pupils may mold in
clay the objects they are studying, or represent them with pencil.
They should write simple deseriptiona of these objects, or of the
pictures, as also narrations suggested by the pictures.

The work in word-building begun in First Steps in Reading
should be continued in this book. The main object of thiz work
should be to give the child a knowledge of the powera of letters,
and to train him to nse this knowledge as o help to the propuncia-
tion of new words.

The child should early be made to know the valuea of thoss
letters and combinations of letters whose powers are constant.

In addition to this the child may be led to observe the effect
final ¢ produces, as; Aat, Aate, mat, Imare, pin, pine, eto.; also to
build worda by adding suffixes, ed, ing, and ly.

There is no good remson why a child should not gain much
valuable information while he is Jearning to recognisze the vocabu-
lary which he uses.

Let wa during the first years of a childs school life introduce
him to such subjects, and bring him in contact with such objects
as will facilitate the formation of perceptions and their correlations
into comprehenaive conceptions. Lot us open the doora and the
windows of our school-rooms to Nature, and teach the little ones
to admire her works and love ber beauties.
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