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OPINION.

PART I

James C. Johnston, of Chowan County, State of North
Carolina, died in March, 1863, far advanced in years,
leaving a will dated April 1oth, 1863. By the terms of
this instrument, his natural heirs are disinherited, and the

" whole of his large property is devised to persons not
connected with him by blood or ‘marriage, and for whom
he had never previously evinced any particular esteem or
regard.

The testator was unmarried, had inherited a large
estate, was a gentleman of influence, culture and high
position in society, was possessed of a great deal of
family pride, and had always lived in ease and comfort,
managing his property by a general supervisicn, but
giving no particular attention to the details connected
with its administration, He was not at all of intemper-
ate habits, nor addicted to pleasure; on the contrary, he
was inclined to seclusion, and up to the 17th of March,
1863, evidently took more pleasure in the society of
his relations—some of whom lived in the same house °
with him—than he did in that of other persons. On that
day he wrote a letter to a member of his family for whom
he had always previously exhibited the greatest affection,
and whom he had brought up and educated as his son,
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