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PREFACE.

This Handbook is the prodoot of the few honrs of brief
loisnre of & busy lifa.

Tt is intended primarily ne & Work of Reforence for the
Btadent, the Mine Agent, and the Working Miner: that such a
work hes been much needed will be conceded by sl

The Author carnot hope to have altogether cacaped errors ;
and no donbt omissions end fanlts are ot wanfing.

~ The fanlts are his owm; but he trmsts there are also some
excellencies, since he has received valuable sssintance from those who
have been well acquainted with the subjeet for many years.

His thanks are especially due to Robert Were Fox, Esq,
F.R.8; Robert Hunt, Esq, F.H.H; Professor Waringten W,
Bmyth, F.R.8; Wm. Jory Henwood, Esq., F.R.8.; Professor A.
H. Chuorch; Richard Pearce, Faq., F.(1.B; and many other gentle-
men, who have faroured him with information as to localitien, &o.

Favwovrn, Beplember, 1871,



