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LIFE OF MARY ANDERSON.

———

“The Advent of the Star.”

Om the 28th day of July, 1859, Mary Anderson was
born at SBacramento, California. She was left a half
orphan, by her father being” killed in the Confederate
Btatos service at the destruction of the defenses of
Mobile, August 5th and 6th, 1861, the child being bat
little over her second year.

“0ld Eaintuck's” Claims,

Only six months after her birth, little Mary was
taken by her mother to Lounisville, where she was being
brooght up nnder maternal care. Both father and
mother had some dramatic telent, and even ag a finy
child, Mary showed more than the usual proclivity of
the juvenile for mimicry in snatches of verse and dec-
Inmation. When her mother married again, there arcse
no bar to this innate tendency, as her stepfather, Dr.
Hamilton Griffin, ex-surgeon of the Southern army, was
gimilarly fond of the stage.

The Budding Propensity

thus fostered, “ Mimi" (as the houschold caressingly
styled her) imbibed Shakespeare till so surcharged
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that it was not sofficient relief to repeat “ Richard
IT." to admiring friends of the familyin the “ Back
Parlor Theatre” but all over the house literally; the
colored servants being often startled by fiercely thril-
ling outburts from the same tyrant “King Dick” or
petrified by blood-cardling passages of “ Hamlet,"

To feed this rising flame, the girl from her tenth
year had been liberally taken to the play, and her im-
itations of enkire scenes with the mannerisms of the
performers, were generally considered; making due
allowance for the ease with which the gallant Kentue-
kian is kindled to enthusisem by young womanhood,
to prove much retentivencss of memory and ability
to reiterste in clearness and fidelity. A good ear for
music accompanied thess gifte, and enhanced the ae-
curacy of the repetition, where the piece had been mel-
odramatic.

" In the midst of these gropings, not assisted by any

one of professional experience, the round of charac-
ters played by Edwin Booth at the Louisville theatre
witched the girl and directed her inclination to the in-
tellectual achool of acting as eontradistinguished from
the muecular division of Forrest and MeCulluugh.
Edwin Booth remains her ideal of Roscius, and she
gtill believes him unequalled in the Shakespearian
walk.
He wag then no longer the youth who delighted, at
the Winter Garden, the first worthies of New York;
but he had worn sway much of the peculiarities of his
father and his father's type whom Edmund Kean had
eclipsed juet as they had the Eemble tribe. He was,
therefore, & glase of fashion which the aspirant had
fortunately set before her.




LIFE AND RECITATIONS. 7

Bhe returned home, particularly fired in funcy by
Booth's melancholy Dane, and with & determination to
fignre upon the boards where such an ﬂnmmant. WaS
beecomingly enframed.

Her mother, with the Sonthern's pride, objected to
a public exhibition of what she had commended pleas-
antly within closed doors, but she was prevailed upon
by her husband to bow to the girl's inetance,

Hence, in 1873, Miss Anderson began fo stody
seriously for the stage under Mr. George Vandenhoff
the veteran actor and well-famed teacher of elocution.

There was hardly a better professor to have been
selected for a pupil intended to tread the higher pla-
tesnx of Parnassus. Not merely was this gentleman
& thoroughly inured comedian and fragedian whose
name is entwined with the most sunny season of the
British poetic drama, but to moral grandenr bhe has in-
estimable claims. We may cite one memorable exam-
ple when at the foremost comedy playhouse in London,
he indignantly broke his engagement rather than ap-
prove the foisting upon the elaasic boards of a notorions
woman, not merely unworthy but incompetent, solely
because her introducer was & money-lender to the em-
barrassed manager. With such an instructor, there
waa no fear, it follows, for the scholar to entertain a
mean opinion of har ehosen elass.

This tmition went on some two years, relisved by
that in danecing and gymnastics, giving halfa day to all.

In 1875, the declining glory of the American theatra,
Miss Charlotte Cushman, that monument of devotion
to sisterly affection, almost dying of an ineurable
malady, was at Cineinnati, purposing a vieit for health
" to California's bracing climate.

1
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Mr. Vandenhoff had played with her “long time ago,”
and as she had acquired a great deal of stage knowledge
from his god Macready, he thought it excellent to have
her opinion snd counsel upon the jewel that he was
polishing. Misg Cnshman came to the Griffins, and af-
ter a brief interview with Miss Anderson, and hearing
her recite, approved and predicted that with a contin-
uance of this judicious training and some five years
practice, she wonld rank among the first if not be the
foremost, of her profession in the United States.

‘We shounld like a faithful picture of that momentons
interview: the grave Yankee veteran, hallowed by the
fadelese memory of her conquering the plaudits of
stubborn England, smiling serenely with the conscious-
ness of o deserved meed eternal for her self-sacrifice
and patient sufferinge—and the danghter of the Gold-
en State, at sweel shrinking yet glowing fifteen, her
auburn hair shining with the reflection of the splendid
aureole which the grey-head wore.

Such was the impression upon the novies that a
dream ensued: she thonght that she beheld the old act-
reay, on whom the hand of death so ostensibly lay, al-
ready dead, and on her bier, covered with the flag of
the country and her well-earned laurele. As she pazed
spellbound, she heard the moving voice, as the trag-
adienne rose from her cagket, thander, “Play ‘Medea !""
But it will be many years before the slight, gentle sne-
eessor of * Our Charlotte " sttempts a character of that
antique iron mould, and of the strict Cushman reper-
toire, the gipsy erone in ¢ Guy Mannering " is the sole
tme ghe annexed and that prematurely.
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