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g &) T isa diftinguifhing peculiarity of the

= Englith Church that its Offices of
‘P 74 worlhip are comprifed inonevolume,
b i andthatnota large one. Norisitlefs
rcmzu’kable thar amongft the many books of its kind
that wereoriginatedat the periodof theReformation,
the Englith book is the only one that has maintained
a permanent hold on the national mind. There
are thofe of the prefent day who advance charges
and objedtions ; but the indulgence of this feeling, a
periodical epidemic, has neverexercifedany abiding
influence. That fuch charges and objecions (hould
ever have arifen is not a little fingular; and the
caufe of them is well worthy of confideration.

In the firft place, the Book is commonly called
* the Prayer Book,”—a term rather ftrangely ap-
plied to a work of which the atual prayers therein
may be gathered togetherin a few of its pages; for
the great body of its contents are Odes and Songs,
Canticles and Hymns, Creeds and Doxologies, the
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Memoirsof our Saviour, as portrayed in the writings
of the Evangelifts and A poftles, and certain hiftor-
ical records of the Hebrewand Apoftolic Churches.
In the fecond place, its contents, as in all other
works of the kind, prove it to be a Book for mufic,
whilit, in fa&, there is not a note of mufic in it.
Hence this difcrepancy gives rife to very oppofite
opinions among(t thofe who only look at the fur-
face of things. Some fee in it the Alleluias, the
Gloria Patris, Kyrie eleifons, the Agnus Dei, Mife-
rere nobis, and all thofe ancient outburfts of fong
which have for thefe 1500 years paft foothed and
gladdened the hearts of thofe who nowreft in peace,
awaiting the confummation of the great myftery in
which we here live and breathe ; whilft others fee
in the Allelulia nothing more than the Celebrant
reading the words, JPraife pe the Lotd, and a Clerk
and fome unknown number of perfons making the
reply, @he Lord’s name be praifed, and that in
a manner which demonttrates little if any precon-
¢erted arrangement between them. With the latter
clafs the Doxologies, if fung, are left to the Quire,
infant or otherwife, as the cafe may be; and with
refpet to many other of the refponfes, this clafs is
of the peculiar opinion that fuch portions of the
Service are of far too ferious and folemn a cha-
racter to be aflociated with mufic at all.
ThePrayer Book has, then, its two diftinct clafles
of adherents or admirers. Thofe who will fing the
contents of the Book, and thofe who will read
them. Thereisalfo a third clafs, and that a large
one, who may be faid to hold no opinion whatever
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on thefe two queftions. For, when attending the
Cathedral, the Service there falls thort in convey-
ing to the mind a true portraiture of a common
worihip in fong ; and when in the Parith Church,
the reading there of directions to praife,—com-
mands to fing,—to fing in new fongs, in joyful
fongs, in loud fongs,—and hearing no fongs what-
ever,—thofe of this clafs naturally withbold their
affent to fuch a ftate of things by reafon of its
unreality and its oppofition to falts.

But no juft opinion of what is the right order of
celebrating the poetical fervices of our Office Book
(poetical fervices, for at least two-thirds of the
Morning and Evening Offices confift of poetry) can
be, or ought to be, drawn from any particular mode
of celebration in ufe here or there. And before
deciding upon what is the proper and natural expo-
fition of our public offices, it is firft neceflary to
afcertain if there be in worfhip any order and form
of Divine appointment; and if fo, whether the con-
tents of our Book of public worthip coincide with
that order and form. Now, amid the various differ-
ences exifting in our prefent modes of celebration,
there is yet difcernible a genuine and hearty en-
deavour to hold the trath, and realize as far as pof-
fible certain broad points, which may be confidered
as the firft and original appointments and attributes
of Divine worfhip.

The earlieft recordsdifclofe four remarkable fadts
in connection with the worthip of the true Gop, and
thefe faéts ought never to be allowed to efcape ob-
fervation. They are thefe : firft, with refpeé to the
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language of worthip, the fubje@t-matter, its higheft
form, is that of poetry. Secondly, with refpe to the
vehicle of that poetry, the manner of its utterance,
its higheft form, is that of mufic. Thirdly, with
refpect to the perfons engaged as celebrants of that
worthip, none are exempt. Itisa divifion of labour
inwhichall are to unite—men, women,and children.
And fourthly, with refpect to the manner of their
co-operation, they are to ANswER each other. Now,
if we look into the pages of our Book of Offices we
fhall find thefe foor elements of national worthip
running throughout the length and breadth of the
volume. There is the poetry—and no poetry in the
world can approach it in {ublimity, pathos, beauty,
and grace. There is the conftant and unceafing
reference to mufic, although the adtual fong be not
in fo many apparent notes comprifed in the Book.
There is a clear recognition of the principle that
all parties prefent are to join in the Service; and to
realize this refult, there are the faéts of the appoint-
ment of fome one to lead, as the Celebrant, and a
Chorus or Quire to govern the anfwer or refponfe.
In placeswherein are no fuch Chorus orQuire, there
is found 2 Precentor or Clerk to fuftain the Fox pre-
currens, thereby effecting, as nearly as poffible,fome-
thing which fhall ftand as a living fubftitute for the
higher fa&.

The mufic of the Church is chiefly vocal mufic,
and vocal mufic prefuppofes the exiftence and con-
ftant ufe of poetry. The harmony of numbers in
found owes its progrefs, in no fmall degree, to the
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harmony of numbers in language. Song and verfe
have been married together from time immemorial,
and it would be ftrange to find them divorced in
the temple of their Creator. To bring man inte
the immediate prefence of the Infinite Father of
the Univerfe, Gop was pleafed to make revelation
of His will, and appoint certain definite a&ts which
He required of man to do; and the earlieft of thefe
acts was that of facrifice, the taking away of life;
the holocauft, the deftruction of the whole body.
This order and form is fuppofed to be coeval with
the time of our firft parents, and of all wortfhip it
is the earlieft. It muft be prefumed that man could
not difcover this rite, and that Gop did reveal it.
There was an order of facrificing which was pleaf-
ing to the ALmiGcHTY, for fuch was that of Abel;
and fome other way which was not, and fuch was
thatof Cain. It is reafonable, then, to conclude there
was a diftin@ revelation on the fubject. It is ad-
mitted that in the Bible,with refpeé to this inftitu-
tionof facrifice,no mention is made of its aflociation
with hymns and fongs of praife; but we foon find
poetryand mufic linked with thefe obfervances; and
notonly did the Hebrewsbring together facrifice and
fong, but in the moft ancient fyftems of Paganifm
they appear together; and we know fuch Pagan ob-
fervances are but corruptions of a purer and higher
ceremonial exifting in all probability even before the
Hebrewswereanation. Sacrifice and fong are found
all over the known world; and it may be reafonably
concluded there has been from the earlieft times



