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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION,

——

A vEry large experience in the treatment of
deformed feet eince the issume of the first edition
of my “ Manusl,” has practically proved the cor-
rectness of the principles therein inculeated.

The permanency of the cures, in the cases
therein described, without having relapse of the
deformity, is evidence of the superiority of the
plan over those heretofore adopted.

Grateful to my professional brethren for their
very flattering reception of my little work, I have
felt it to be my duty, in issuing a second edition,
to carefully revise the whole book. Many por
tions of it have, therefore, been entirely rewritten,
and many parts have been illnstrated with addi-
tional plates, to make the text more clear.

I have added a number of cases, which 1 think
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will materially enhance ita value, as indicating
when to use the knife, and when you can expect
to effect a cure without it.

My experience has enabled me, I think, to lay
down certain fixed rules in all cases of deformity,
as whether to cul or nof fo cut, for their relief;
and this I consider a great point gained.

In all eases of club-foot, whether of paralytic or
epastie origin, if the foot can be brought to its nor-
mal position by moderate traction without an anses-
thetie, and, while retained there, additional press-
ure is made by the point of the finger or thumb on
the tendon, or fascia, thus etretched, without pro-
ducing reflex contractions, that deformity will not
be benefited by tenotomy.

If, on the contrary, an anssthetic is required
before the deformity can be overcome, and while
the patient ia etill under the inflnence of the anmes-
thetie, this additional, or point pressure, produces
reflex contractions. Bection of the tendon, or
fascia, thus etretched, must be made before any
attempt at treatment will be successful.

While eome surgeons recommend the knife in
every case, others refuse to cut in any. Both
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classes are wrong, and it has been my endeavor to
accurately point out the rules which should guide
us in each different case, and thus avoid the errors
of either extreme. How far I have succeeded in
my effort, I must leave for the profession to de-

termine.
LEWIS A. BAYRE.
Nrw Youx, 386 Foen Avewos, July 1, 1878






