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THE SOURCES
OF EL CAVALLERO CIFAR

1
INTRODUCTORY *

The indifference with which the Hisoria del Cavaliero Cifar
has been rtreated since the discovery of the extremely rare
cdition of 1§12, is doubtless traceable to the disparaging notices
givenof it by two eminent authorities. After Brunet's description
of the copy in the Bibliothéque Wationale of Paris *, in which

1. This article, whichi is an attempt o classily some of the notes brought
together by the writer while working on a new critical edition of the Cifar,
was presented in June rgoz, in slightty diferent form, 1o the Gcelty of the
Graduate School of Yale University (New Haven, Connecticat, T, 5. AJ), as
a thesis for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.

My thanks for valuable help and suggesions are due to Professor Henry
R. Lang of Yale University, o Professor Todd of Columbia Untversity, and to
Sr. D, Ramén Menéndez Pidal of Madrid.

2. Monwel du Lidraire, Graesse {Trdior de Jwres. )} and Tscudero (Tipegra-
fia Hispalense, Madrid 18g4) cite Brunet, as Joes Guallarde (Ewmaw de una
bibdiateca., ). "Ihe Cifar 15 not mentioned by Salvd o Nicolds Antonio.

The copy in the Bibliothéque Nationale is the only ome T have seen, and
indeed, the only one I have seen described. It was boughe for 250 francs at the
sale of the Cardinal Loménie in r7a2. It now bears the library number fue.
A5 Y 259. It is a thin follo (283 % 203 mm.) of 100 leaves, in a green
morecco  gold-tovled binding of the (80 century, The back bears vertically
the inscription Historia del Cavall Tifar (sic} Sevilla Cronberger 1512
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the work is referred to as a roman mystigue, we first find men-
tion of the Cifar in Ticknor's History of Spanish Literature, We
read 17

OF those (romances of chivalry) originally Spanish, it would not be dif-
ficult, after setting aside the two series belonping to the families of Amadis
and Palmerin, to callect the names of about fory, all produced in the course
of the sisteenth cemuory, Some of them are still more or less familiar to us, by
their names at feast, such a5 « Deliamis of Gregce s and « Olivante de Laura »,
which are found in Don Omixoie’s library, and « Felismarte of Hircania »,
which was once, we are told, the summer reading of T, Johosen, But in
general, like « The Renowned Knight Cifir », and ¢ The Bold Koight

Tesrees are pombered on the recte In Roman ouwmerals ; incorrectly, [olios
13, 14, 13, 16, 81, K2, 83, and 1. On foho 1 0 there is a Jarge woodcut
(172 > 139 mm.), representing the Knight Cifar on horseback, preceded by
histwo sens, and followed by the Ribaldo, Each ligure is sarmounted by a
placard with the name, Gallardo's stateeent that this woodeus is thye same as
that o the title-page of the Lwadis of 1319, 15 not quite accurate, The muea-
suremenit is the same, and the position of the figures 25 well ; byt an exami-
nation of the details shows that one out s an ingeniows modification of the
other, Under the cut s the titde, beginving, Corpnica &' muy esforcado y escla-
rescily covallero Oifar sgeua mente fmpressz, cte, On the voelto of £ 1, are a
proiogue, and a more extended tirle (see Appundiz ALY Beginning with the
recto of [ 2, the pages arcof two columns each, The work is divided into three
parts or hoales, fawe firss of which, begimming on . 2, trears the adventures of
Cifar, The second ook, beginming fol. 48 o, consists of advice given by Cifar,
wha has become King of Menton, to his two sons Garlin and Roboan. The
third book contains the sdventures of Roboan, the vounger son of the Knight,
and beging oo fol, 7o v, On fol, g9 v, isa able of contents, and enfol. wowv.,
second eolumn near the bottotn, is the colophon @

Fue itopressa esta [ presente historia del cawallero Cifar /f en la muy noble
e nwy leal Cibdad /7 de Scvilla por Jacoho cronherger. /f alemi. E acabosse a.
X, dias @'l mes ) de Junio afo de mill, d. e XTT afios.

'The character is- Spanish Gothic, and the words are very close together.
Functuation consists of period, colon, and inverted semi-celon.

1. Greorge Ticknor, Fistory af Spantsh Literature, London 1849, vol. I, p. 219,
The translators of Ticknor have not madified this judgement. A. de los Rios
(Historia critica de la Ieralir espadotn, Madrid, 1861-1863, 7 vols.) does not
mention the Cifar,
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Claribalte », their very titles sound strangely to our ears, and excite no interest
when we hear them repeated, Most of them, it may be added — perhaps all
— deserve the oblivion into whish they have fallen @ though some have
merits which, in the days of their popularity, placed them pear the best of
those already noticed.

Gayangos is not much more enconraging. Speaking of the Cla-
ribalte he says :°

It is more to be recommended for the jauntiness of its style than for its
plot, which is poor and teivial. We cau say liwtle more fotr 1he Cronica del
Caballero Cilar, printed in 1512, and In which we can perceive the moral
element that later plaved such an impartant part in the confection of this class
of hook,

There is nothing hore to seimuolate to a closer cxamination of
the book. It is probable that bath Ticknor and Gayangos,
assuming that the Cifar was one of the imitations of the Amadis,
gave it a hasty and inadequate reading, and its importance was
not suspeeted until the beautiful manuscript of the Bibliothéque
Nationale * was broughe to light. Cater Michelant, in his edi-

1. Libros i Cabaflerigs, of. Tn, Pascual de Gayanges, Madrid 1857,
p. XLVIL,

2. The my, in question bears the number Esf, ;6 in the Nationale (see the
Catalogue des Manusgrits espagnols de la Bib, Neat., par A Marel-Fatio, ma d15).
Tr i a Jarge folio (415 3¢ 292 mm) ina motthed brown calf binling of the
first Empire. ‘The back is of red leather, wilh the tule Komans e Cofor.

The ms. consists of 192 fols,, the Grst of parchisent, the rest of & good
quality of laid paper with various walermarks, On some sheers the watermark
is the same as in the Madrid ms, of the Cilar (below). The writing is in two
columns of from 30 to 43 lines each, and oecuplus aspace 2935 % 195 mm,
Folios are numbered in pencil in upper vight comer of recto, and incorrestly in
ink, in the hand of the copyist, In lewer comer. There are a few slight worm
holes in the last leaves, In addition to having muny large initial letters of oao
colors, the o, s luxariously illuminated with 242 extremily 'il'l?l,'ﬂ,‘.ﬁt‘i'l'lg
miniatures of varyimg degrees of escellence. At the top of the first folio s 2
miniatire much maore finished than the rest, of the Pope and twe Cardinals,
and a kneeling clerk. Uruler this is the shield of Castile and Leon. Ou foliesgg v,
to 141 v,, there are 48 mindatures of the King of Menton and his two sons,
all different. The textis divided into 220 chapiers, all of which have rubricated



