REFLECTIONS ON
ORGANIZATION; OR,
SUGGESTIONS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
AN ORGANIC ATOMIC THEORY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649403219

Reflections on organization; or, Suggestions for the construction of an organic atomic theory by
Henry Freke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HENRY FREKE

REFLECTIONS ON
ORGANIZATION; OR,
SUGGESTIONS
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
AN ORGANIC ATOMIC THEORY

ﬁTrieste






REFLECTIONS

ORGANIZATION;;

ol
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION

or AN

ORGANIC ATOMIC THEORY.

Y

HENRY FREEE, A.B., MB, T.CD, MR.IA.

DUBLIN:
JAMES MCGLASHAN, 21, D'OLIER-STREET :

WILLIAM 8, ORR AND €0. 147, STRAND, LONDOK.

1848.



TRINTED BY WEEE AND OELFMAN, ORELT ERUNIWICE-STREEET, DITELDN,



TO

SIR HENRY MARBH, BART.

My dear Sir,

Could he, by sdorning so unpretending a page with &
name pre-eminently proud in that department of research,
which sheds upon inquines of its kind their brightest
lustre,—could he, by giving it the impress of a stamp
its own intringic merit might not claim,—convey, how-
ever faintly, the extent at once of his attachment to your
person and admiration for your intellectual gifts, it were,
though humble such s tribute to your worth, to realize
the snxious wish of

HENRY FREKE.

DveLiv, 28, HoLLEE-BTREET,
November 1, 1848,






PREFACE.

Ix submitting to the public the following reflections on
organization, the Author hes to regret that circumstances
have induced him to do 80 in a form as incomplete, and to
himself unsetisfactory, as it is remotely distinet from what
he had originally contemplated.

Having been engaged some time back in analyzing for
Sir Henry Marsh the blood of some of the clinical patients
in Steevens' Hospital, the thought was suggested to him
of hazarding some obeervations of his own on the physi-
ology of that flmid.

He then conceived the design of tracing man pro-
gressively through the distinet stages of his developement:
from the time of conception through utero-gestation to
the period of birth; from thet to maturity, during the
period of his adaptation for the reproduction of his species;
and from thence to have followed him in his progress
towards decay. His object was to have pointed to what
he conceived to be the physiological peculiarities of each
of those periods, calling attention to what he regarded
28 the functions respectively of our so called incidental
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constituents, namely, of potash and soda, of lime and
magnesia, and of phosphorus snd sulphur; while the mo-
tive which chiefly induced him to embark in such in-
quiries was the developement of certsin views having a
relation to practical medicine, and more especially to
inflammation, as well ordinary aa that called specific.

He now publishes, leaving such topics for the most
part untouched on, while others, which have been but
glanced at, he has been prevented from developing at
sll to the extent he had originally hoped. In relation,
for instance, to his observations on the nature of death,
it was his intention, in a more advanced part of his work,
and when his views as to the nature of a complex or-
ganism like man had become somewhat intelligible, to
have pointed to the great variety of contingencies upon
which the period of death's occurrence, as s natural event,
must, in an orgsnism of much complexity, of necessity,
be dependent. Such intentions, with others, he has been
obliged to abandon.

Having brought his inquiries to their present position,
(an outline of what he had hoped to have realized,) the
Author was in the sutumn of 1847, honoured by the
Ceniral Board of Health in Ireland with an appointment
as Inspector of the Government Hospitals throughout the
country under the temporary Fever Acts, and thus had

his attention withdrawn from such pursuits.
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In the spring of 1848, while in the discharge of his
official duties as Inspector of Hospitals, he contracted
malignant typhus fever, and on recovery was induced to
leave Ireland for a time. He has now returned, and
finding that other avocations, as well as considerations of
a different kind, make it imperative on him to absndon
his original intention, he feels somewhat reluctant to carry
into execution his primary impulse of committing so un-
finished & fragment to the flames. T'rusting, then, to their
leniency towards his many defects, and, it may be, his
numerous errors, the Author now ventures to submit his
reflections a8 they stand to the indulgent consideration of
his professional brethren. His regret at being unable to
put into execution his contemplated plan has, at the same
time, been lessened by the reflection, that should his foun-
dation possess any firmness, the superstructure will be
erected by abler workmen; while (which is, perhaps, the
more likely reslt) chould it prove to be unstable, escap-
ing the painful realization of a laboured application of
valueless views, he shall be apared the mortificstion of
seeing his edifice in the position of the house which was
built upen sand.

H.F.

Some apology may be required for the applicstion to
which the term “ physica™ has in the following obser-



