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T O

Mis. M A4 T HE W,

Mapamn,

Beg leave herewith to prefent you,~not with a Ro-

mance, becaile it is not fidtion~but with the Life
of CERVANTES DE SAAvEDRA; to whom fich ex.
traordinary adventures happened, that were they tobld 1w
from lefs reipeltable authority than that of the Spanith
Academy, we 'Thould hardly be brought 1o give them
credic, . ,

SaavEDRA's Captivity, and its concomitant events, as
bordening on the marvellous, form that part of his Hil-
tory which will moft excire the attention of the ordinary
Reader: but you, Madam, who cannot perufe a page of
his admireble * QuixXoTE,” without mhu!’m& rap-
turey you will-be no lefs inquilitive abeut the mimteft
crrcumitances of the Author's demefkic Life.

Mothing, indesd, but the fondmefs with which hig me-
maory is cherithed by all lovers of Literature, could war-
rant my shirading of the Public,' a Werk otherwiie o
infignihcant 1 confilling only of a few pages, tranilated
from a tranflation i—the' thadaw of a thade.: .

For although Meo D FLorra, the Tranilator out
of-the Spanifk into French, has exeonted his ik vey
ably, the knowing it to be but a verfion would deter
aimoft any one of Lterary ar:fitinn from the yet bumbler
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talic of turmng that into Engith.  And poffibly I m
1elf might hlﬂgh'm di.li‘ul.lraig.“i froim futh:nTu:dEmkr:_
ing, had I not, upon my firlt meeting with his Bock,.
chanced to compare it with the origtial ; and, whether it
wai from my being fo much more converfint with the
French, than with the Spanithy or fiom Mr, De-Fras
RiaN's manner of writing, and his litde additions, it
appeared Lo me mort huftrous as it came out of his hands.
At that cme, hewever, being abroad, I had ne thoughs
of tranflating it : and it was not till very Jotely, that, in
relaxation of feverer ftudies, which had brought wpon me
a fixed bead-ache, I tock to tranflating the agrecable
Romance of * GALATEE ;" towhich the ¢ LivE oF
CERVANTES,™ and the * REMaREs urox mis
WeITINGS,” [and prefixed.

Erc T had finithed it, I happily got nd of my head-
ache; and' therefore difmiled my Doélor j=—=or, in par=
li.immtm'rphn&. I theesy " GALATEA" cvel the table,
and if it 15 not abloloely kicked out.of the Howke; it is
a butfineeds acourmed fne ofe

If it were not intsrrupting the courl® of your fludies,
of grester pith and momeot, I eould almelt venture to.
recommend e your perulal Mr. DE FLoRIan"s @ Ga-
LATEE.™ As it 1 the only p;&arn.l Romance I ever
read 1y my Life, I canpot 1 of its metit com tivel
with that of athers ; I:iutp?fh'mk it rx:':fﬁl'c];w;rt:y{
by no meams perfeét; For it partakes of the comman
fault of all of the Movel Genusy—100 much Lewe. OF
which, if I lament that there in fb mich to be found n
books, it is only becaute there is f liftle to be found any'
where elie,

Laove, however, ianot the fle fuljft of the Romance,
but rural Manners j=—pafboral Life, in generat ; of which,
indeed, it may be fuid (for it is o in ARCapy, ag well
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s upon the banks of the Tajo) that paflion is the
vital princple.

& Landftapes onfy I mean jo paiet 3 (faps the Au.
 thar) asd willaps manmrers to defivibe, T2, awhofe
o boftnr are fraupht auith fenfhility, amd ai bafe-minds
© ary ancorvupl j—ye, whe relifh the pleafurer of a
* counmtry {ife ;—ro wwbom are gratefil raral avalls,
“ and the comtemplarion of wature —ye, of pure
% bearts, to nubomr the melody of birds, or murmur-
W ur Breams fPeak-peacs; dind meyour attentin,
S all: andmay ye reap inflrelfion, a1 wwell as plra.
“ fure.” :

The Warld is grown tos populous, too huxuriows, and
too corrupt, § fear, ewer to ratum to it primitive fime
plicity i and thete are thoofinds, and thoufinds, in ﬂ.';n'j
Metropalis in Europe, whom nothing lels chan a plague
could drive nte the country 3 althourh they are morally
fure, Raying where they ares to iofe theic health, and,
perbiaps, than lives, in pariit of . foctunes or honoas,
which they never muy obiains

I have no vory finguine hope of awakening in fudf
jnfatuaced perfons the dictates: of reafon and naturer
yet 1 cannat refitt che pleafure of tranferibing one por-
ticular palfage, from Mr. DE FLORIRN, a5 a fort of
abftraft of rwal happinefs. T fhall give it in his own
words, which are degantly fimple,-as befits the fubjedt,
It in the opening of the fcond book of @ GhraTes™

o Duand pasrrai-fe e wewillage | ‘Blirand fo-
# rai-je le pofefenr d'une petite maifon enfourée de
v corifiers f Tout auprés fervient um jardiz, un ver-
st ger, upe prairie, 2t des viches +oun ruifean bords.
® de woifetfiers emmirenneroll mom empive —ei aes
w defiry we paffervient jawsir re ruiffean, La, ¥
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CERVANTE S,

1cBAEL DE CERVAKTES Saa-
M VEDRA, Whofe Writings have
given celebrity to Srain, amufed all
Evrore, -and improved the age in
which he lived,—himfelf dragged on a
miferable exiftence,—and died fcarce-
ly regretted.

It is but very lately that the place of
his birth has been afcertained. Ma-
DR1D, SEviLLe, Lucuen,and ALcara,
have feverally laid claim to him,
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Cervantzs, as well as Homzr, Ca--
moeNns, and other illuftrious men, .
has, fince his death, been held in the -
higheft eftimation, though he lived.
almoft in want of common neceflaries.

The Spanisn Acanemy, under the
patronage of the King, has at length
thought proper to pay—to. the me-
mory of Cervavtes—thofe honours.
which were fo jultly &irdpe.. AnEdi-
tion of ¢ Don Quixore,’ of unpa-
ralleled typographical fplendour, has.
been newly publithed. The Ebpi-.
Tors, having their narional honour
at. heart, feem, by the extraordinary
care, and expence beftowed upon.she-
W ork, defirous to atone for the ftupid, |
and azlmoft crimingl negleft of ke
dupr,”

Materials for Cervantes's Life have
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“been very fedulouily coflefted, and
‘wrought up by a diftingaithed Mem-
ber of the Acapemy : frem which it
appears, he was of a Gentleman's fa-
‘mily; being Son of Roperick De
‘CervanTes, and Lrovora Dg Cor-
tinas. He was born at Arcara De
Hevares, a tawn in Nzw CasTiLe,
‘the gth day of Ockober, 1547, in the
-reign of CHarLEs TAE Frrrn,

From his earlieft infancy he was
fond of books, Re ftudied at Ma-
‘DRID, under a very eminent Profeffor:
and foon d:i’hngmﬂmd himfelf from
the reft of his School-feltows, by h:s
{uperior gentus.

A proficiency in the Lz.tin language,
and an infight into T'heology, made
up the learning of thofe days. His
LParents intended him either for Phy-
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fic, or the Church; thofe two being
the only lucrative profeffions then fol -
lowed in Seasn:, But, CeRvANTES
had this in commen with many cele-
brated Poets,—he made verfes in fpite.
of his Parents.

An ELecy on the death of Queen
Isaperra of Vavrors,—~feveral Son-
NETs,—and & Poem entitled Fioena,
were his firft produftions. The in- "
different reception thefe met with,
feemed to our young Author fuch
flagrant injuitice, that he thereupon
took the refolurion of quitting his
native Country ; and went to fertle at
Rome, There penury conftrained
him to enter into the {ervice of Car-
pINAL Aquaviva, in the humble ca-
pacity of Valet de Chambre. '

Difgulted very foon with an employ
: . fo



